East Meets West





Thank you to everyone that helped make this year’s East Meets West China Adoption Conference another success!!

Many thanks to those of you who attended our annual East Meets West Conference in Washington, DC/Baltimore, MD on April 18th at the Sheraton Columbia Hotel.  We combined the best of the Chinese adoption world in order to bring adoption education to as much of the country as possible. With more than 250 attendees, we are pleased to say it was a great success!  All of us at Great Wall enjoyed meeting so many families!
Our Keynote speakers, Dr. Laurie Miller, Associate Professor of Pediatrics at Tufts University School of Medicine and Dr. Changfu Chang, Producer of the documentary, “Long Wait for Home,” provided valuable information about the adoption process.  Dr. Miller shared her expertise in adoption medicine and answered adoptive parents’ questions regarding specific health concerns about their children.  Our special screening of Dr. Chang’s “Long Wait for Home” answered many of the questions surrounding international adoption including: Who are the birth parents and under what circumstances do they decide to give away their babies? How do children end up in orphanages and what kinds of lives do they live there? Moreover, with so many "foreigners" going to China to pick up these Chinese babies, what do the average Chinese people feel and think about Americans and international adoption?
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We were also honored to have special guest Director Huang of the Yangdong Social Welfare Institute.  Mr. Huang has been the Director of the Yangdong SWI in the Guangdong Province since 2004, and he shared his insight about life in the orphanage that gave adoptive parents a unique glimpse at their children’s early lives.

For more information about East Meets West and to view photos and testimonials, please visit our website at www.emwconference.org. We will be announcing details of our next East Meets West conference very soon! Stay tuned!

