Hague Glossary of Terms

Below is a list of important terms related to The Hague Adoption Convention: 
Accredited Agency
An accredited agency is an adoption service provider who has been accredited by either the Council on Accreditation (COA) or the Colorado Department of Human Services (CO) to provide adoption services in the United States for cases subject to the regulations set forth by the Hague Adoption Convention.  An accredited agency does not include a temporarily accredited agency.  There are more than 200 accredited adoption service providers in the U.S.  
 
Adoption
Legally speaking, adoption is the judicial and administrative act that establishes a permanent legal parent-child relationship between a minor and an adult who is not already the minor’s legal parent and terminates the legal parent-child relationship between the adoptive child and any former parents.  Making the decision to adopt is one of the most important choices that you will make in your lifetime.  This decision will not only forever change your life, but also the life of a child.  
 
Adoption Service(s)
There are six major services provided by adoption service providers: (1) Identifying a child for adoption and arranging an adoption; (2) Securing the necessary consent to termination of parental rights and to adoption; (3) Performing a background study on a child or a home study on a prospective adoptive parent(s), and reporting on such a study; (4) Making non-judicial determinations of the best interests of a child and the appropriateness of an adoptive placement for the child; (5) Monitoring a case after a child has been placed with prospective adoptive parent(s) until final adoption; or (6) When necessary because of a disruption before final adoption, assuming custody and providing (including facilitating the provision of) child care or any other social service pending an alternative placement.
 
Approved Home Study
An approved home study is a comprehensive review of the home environment of the child’s prospective adoptive parents that has been:  (1) Completed by an accredited adoption service provider; (2) Approved by an accredited adoption service provider.  One of the most critical elements of the intercountry adoption process is the approved home study.  
 
Central Authority
The U.S. Department of State has been designated as the United States Central Authority for the Hague Adoption Convention.  As the U.S. Central Authority, the Department of State facilitates, oversees, and regulates Hague Adoption Convention cases in the U.S. 
 
Complaint Registry
As a source of accountability, the U.S. Secretary of State created the Complaint Registry as a tool to receive, distribute, and monitor complaints relevant to the accreditation or approval status of adoption service providers.
 
Convention Country 
A Convention Country is one of 75 nations that has ratified, entered into force, and are party to (members of) the Hague Adoption Convention along with the United States.
 
Disruption
A disruption is very much like it sounds.  It occurs when there is an interruption of the intercountry adoption process during the post-placement period, but before the adoption is completely finalized.
 
Dissolution
Dissolution is the termination of the adoptive parents’ parental rights, after the adoption has occurred.
 
Exempted Provider
Another key player in the intercountry adoption process is the social worker.  Social work professionals or organizations that perform home studies on prospective adoptive parents are called exempted providers.  Exempted providers can also conduct child background studies in the United States in connection with a Convention adoption, but that is not currently providing and has not previously provided any other adoption service in the case.  Exempted providers are not required to be accredited, approved, or supervised by an accredited agency or approved person, but the studies they perform must subsequently be approved.
 
IAA – Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000
IAA is the acronym for the Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000, the Public Law that provides for the implementation of the Hague Adoption Convention. 
 
Orphan
A child may be considered an orphan for any of several reasons, including the death or disappearance of, abandonment or desertion by, or separation or loss from, both parents; if a surviving parent or unwed mother is unable to properly care for the child, among other reasons as specified by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.  The term “orphan” is also used in non-Hague adoption cases.
 
Post-Adoption
Post-adoption is the period of time after an adoption in a Convention country and is followed by a re-adoption in the United States.
 
Post-Adoption Reporting
After a child has been adopted, some countries of origin have post-adoption reporting requirements.  Adoption service providers must comply with the state laws of the jurisdiction where you live regarding the number of post-adoption home visits that are required as well.  The adoption service provider includes a requirement for such reports in the adoption services contract.
 
Primary Provider
The primary provider is any accredited agency, temporarily accredited agency, or approved person that is identified as responsible for ensuring that all six adoption services (mentioned earlier) are provided.
 
