JIANGSU PROVINCE – INTERESTING FACTS

Population: 
75,495,000 (5th most populated). 
Area:
24th largest province

Capital:
Nanjing (and largest city)

Nationalities:
Han 99.6%, Hui 0.2%, Others 0.2%
Location:
Along the east coast with over 600 miles of coast along the Yellow Sea. The Yangtze River passes through its southern region.
Geography:
It’s been dubbed “the land of fish and rice” because of its lush and wet landscape and fertile topography. Flat and low-lying, with plains covering 68% of its total area (water covers another 18%). Most of the province is no higher than 150 feet. Laced with a well-developed irrigation systems and canals. China’s main canal runs through Jiangsu from north to south. Mount Yuntai is the highest point at roughly 1,875 feet.
Climate:
Ranges from warm-temperate/humid to subtropical. Winters average around the freezing point and summers in the 80’s. Typhoons are possible in late summer and early autumn. 


The name JIANGSU comes from jiang, short for the city of Jiangning (now Nanjing), and su, for the city of Suzhou. 
Jiangsu Province is one of China’s most densely populated and wealthiest provinces due to the ancient waterways of the Yangtze River and the Grand Canal and the economic boom since the economic reforms in 1978. It has one of the highest GDP of all provinces. However, there is a big divide between the rich southern regions (Suzhou, Wuxi area) and the not so well off north of Jiangsu. 
The world’s longest canal, the Grand Canal, once meandered from Beijing to Hangzhou for over 1000 miles and the construction spanned many centuries starting as early as 495 BC. Today, about half of it remains seasonally navigable.

During the second Sino-Japanese War, Nanjing fell into Japanese hands in December 1937, and the combined atrocities of the occupying Japanese for 3 months afterwards became known as the Nanjing Massacre, one of the worst of the 20th century. An excellent book on the subject is the highly acclaimed “The Rape of Nanjing” by Iris Chang. 

Jiangsu is rich in cultural traditions. Kunqu, originating in Kunshan, is one of the most renowned and prestigious forms of Chinese opera. Jiangsu cuisine is one of the eight great traditions of the cuisine of China.
Suzhou, sometimes called the Venice of the East because of its many canals, is known for its silk, embroidery art, jasmine tea, stone bridges, pagodas, and its classical gardens. Yangzhou is famous for its laquerware and jadeware. Nanjing’s yunjin is a famous form of woven silk, while Wuxi is famous for its peaches. Wuxi is also home of the world’s tallest Buddha statue at Ling Shan. Nanjing is one of the six ancient capitals of China and has some fascinating museums. The well-preserved canal towns of Tongli and Mudu give a glimpse of the past.
The province has a great variety of natural resources, in particular minerals with over 100 different kinds found.
Lonely Planet Highlights:

1. Kunqu Opera Museum in Suzhou

2. Sun Yat-Sen Mausoleum in Nanjing

3. Ferry ride on beautiful Lake Tai dotted with some 90 islands
4. Suzhou’s classical gardens

5. The charming canal towns and gardens of Tongli and Mudu
