FEATURE STORY: 
As we start the New Year here at Great Wall, we are committed to doing all that we can to improve child welfare on a global scale.  We are so grateful to our families who regularly give back and help others. Families that adopt internationally often have unique insight into the need around the world, and Great Wall works to provide charity missions that allow them to give back to their adopted children’s homelands. Thanks to the love and generosity of our families, we have had countless success stories through our most popular charity missions.  At this special time of year, we would like to highlight some of the stories that improve the lives of China’s children.

One of our most popular charity missions among adoptive parents, Gifts of Love, allows families to donate funds to purchase those items that the orphanages that cared for their children need most.  These gifts, ranging from clothing and bedding to formula and diapers, improve the care that orphanages are able to provide and enhance the lives of the children left behind. This is one way for parents, family and friends to thank the orphanage directors, staff and nannies for caring for their children.  To see how families have made a difference last year or to make a donation of your own, please click here.

Great Wall’s Angel Stitches Charity Mission sponsors necessary surgeries and for children living in orphanages in China who might not otherwise receive the care they need. Great Wall focuses on helping children in the orphanages who are too old to be adopted and will not have an opportunity to receive necessary medical attention without outside support. If you would like to donate to help provide this life saving care, please click here. 

As we expand our outreach around the world, we are growing our humanitarian aid efforts as well.  After the recent devastation, Children of All Nations is accepting donations to support relief efforts at our orphanage (crèche) in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The crèche will be in need of great physical assistance in the coming days and is expected to become a place where birth families, staff and neighbors seek humanitarian aid and comfort. The most effective donations at this time will be monetary donations to purchase food, fuel, medications and clean water. Donations can be sent to our headquarters or made online at http://www.gwca.org/donate/general-donation/donate.php. Please indicate that your donation is intended for earthquake relief.          

LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT:  
Dear families and friends,

The year 2009 is behind us now. It has been a very challenging and productive year for Great Wall China Adoption and Children of All Nations. I would like to offer my reflection of the past year. 

First of all, I would like to offer my sincere gratitude to 160 families who have joined us in our waiting child program. It means 160 children with all types of special needs and healthy older children have found homes. This is very encouraging and motivating for our child placing professionals. Then, my thanks go to thousands of families waiting anxiously for a child from China. Many of you have endured the most trying times, and I cannot even begin to think the pain you are suffering. You are truly our heroes in child welfare. 

During the second week of December last year, I traveled to Beijing and visited the new CCAA Director-in-General, Mr. Zhang. We had a few very productive meetings. I had the opportunity to introduce our organization, our China program and our programs by Children of All Nations. Director Zhang was very pleased to know that we have international and multi-country child welfare operations and experience. He showed great interest in learning more about other how other Hague countries’ central authorities manage their inter-country adoption programs. I presented our proposal to aid orphanages and local governments.  I advocated and encouraged them to recruit more children for international adoption and to provide computers, software, training for local orphanage staff to prepare adoptive children’s files, and help pay for the medical exam cost and staff time, which has been a big hurdle for the orphanages to actively send kids’ files to the CCAA. I am glad to report to you that our proposal was accepted by the CCAA, and we will begin to fundraise $100,000 for this project. Your support and generous donations certainly will contribute to speed up the process and placements of more children -- both healthy and waiting children. Director Zhang is a very forward thinking person. I am very impressed with his quick grasp of core issues, and I am confident that the CCAA will come up with new measures and ideas to speed up the process. 

2009 also witness the big change at Great Wall China Adoption. We opened Children of All Nations (CAN) extending our work into other countries. I was able to travel to Ethiopia, Rwanda, Mexico, and the Philippines to visit the children. I am very humbled by this opportunity and experience. We have since received referrals from Ethiopia and Rwanda very quickly (only about 3 – 4 months from dossier to referrals). I sincerely ask that you check into these programs and do a concurrent adoption while waiting for your child from China. By the time you read my letter, we have launched our new Haiti program. My heart goes to all the people in Haiti affected by recent earthquake. We learned that the children in the crèche (the orphanage) we are working with are all safe. We are accepting earthquake relief funds to help the children. 

There is still so much on which to reflect. I will include my thoughts in next month’s Gazette. 
USCIS UPDATE: 

Content remains the same

HAGUE CONVENTION:

USCIS Change of Address for Hague Related Documents

The following information applies only to those families preparing to file through USCIS under the I-800A that are therefore subject to the guidelines of the Hague Adoption Convention. If you have filed with USCIS under the I-600A, and your I-171H approval remains current, per I-600A instructions, you will file for extensions of this form through your local USCIS office. 

We have been informed that USCIS has again changed the address for filing the I-800A and I-800 applications and all other Hague related documents. Effective immediately, please send your I-800A/I-800 application and all other Hague related documents for USCIS to the following address:

Regular Mail:

USCIS
P.O. Box 660087
Dallas, TX 75266

Express Mail and Courier Service deliveries:

USCIS
ATTN: Hague
2501 S. State Hwy. 121 Business, Suite 400
Lewisville, TX 75067

Sincerely, 

Beth Breedlove Reeves

Associate Director of Client Service & Relations 

Great Wall China Adoption

WAITING CHILD:
Adopting the Older Child

When most families started their journey to adoption, they were planning to add a new baby into their family.  As the wait times have extended, life has moved on, families have aged, and many have decided that perhaps a child who is slightly older may be a better fit in their family.  With consideration of an older child, many new questions begin to surface about how it’s different than adopting a baby.  In truth, the biggest difference will be your family’s expectation.  

Expect your child to be institutionally delayed.  This can be said for ANY child, no matter their age, who is adopted from an orphanage setting.  In most cases, they have not received the same education, stimulation, resources, food, care, or love that a child receives when they are raised with their family.  They WILL be behind compared to other children.  Even if their educational, physical and cognitive development all appear to be on target, they have not had the same emotional stimulation that a child needs to fully develop emotional regulation and social skills.  A 12 year old may want to crawl into their parents lap and be rocked, or they may not know how to comfortably receive a hug.  Either one is ok and is normal.  Your child may also have problems navigating social situations.  They most likely have not been exposed to typical social life.  They may not know how to share, how to take turns, or how to behave appropriately with their peers.  These are all things we are taught as we grow, however your child most likely has not been taught these things.  Allow your child to go through these emotional/developmental stages in their own time with your guidance.   

Expect your child to regress.  Even if all of their paperwork indicates you will be bringing home a happy, healthy, well-adjusted child, remember their world is about to be turned upside down.  It is possible that your child’s behavior will not appear to be age-appropriate.  Your child will be experiencing huge loss in their lives, and not for the first time.  Children of all ages may show this regression in terms of acting out behavior, but it is also possible for your child to exhibit shock-like behaviors.  They may not speak, may not interact, and may not make eye contact.  This is normal.  

Expect your child to have a difficult transition.  Everything they know is going to change, and they are going to leave behind their life as they know it.  Imagine suddenly and without choice being moved in with people who look, smell and speak differently than you, and leaving behind all of your friends and loved ones without guarantee you will ever get to see them again.  Imagine how you might handle those feelings.  Imagine not being able to even understand anyone to be able to express those feelings, and would you want to with a stranger?  We have seen at times that your child may bond/attach easier to one parent versus the other.  It is important to NOT take this personally.  Perhaps your child has very rarely been exposed to males, and therefore is scared of Baba.  Perhaps your child was in a foster home where she was extremely close to her foster mother, and therefore feels as if she is betraying her foster mother by becoming close to Mama.  Your child will need time to navigate through these thoughts and feelings and to realize that they are with you forever.  This safety and security does not always happen quickly.  

Expect that none of these things may happen.

The bottom line of any adoption is that it is about the life of a child.  To bring a child into your home, it is important to be as educated as possible so that you may better be able to handle any issues your child has.  Talk to doctors, counselors, schools, and, most importantly, other adoptive parents to gain insight as to possible scenarios you will need to be prepared for.  It may take time, patience, and a whole lot of love, but that’s one of the joys of a family. 

Stephanie
NEW ARRIVALS: 

 
see folder


LEIGH ANNE’S CORNER:

ISSUES IN ADOPTION: 
Content remains the same.

WC MEDICAL GLOSSARY: 

Content remains the same

FAMILY FOCUS:

Submitted by the Kerr Family

On May 5 2009, we reunited Jordyn You He and Jailynn You Yu together and they became forever sisters.  We have been doubly blessed with these two beautiful girls. They are so happy together and their love for each other is evident every day.
**********Kim, Please insert photos from family focus folder.
UPCOMING EVENTS:

Join us in Dallas to learn about China's Waiting Child Program!

Even though the wait time for the regular referral program has increased, there are currently over 500 children actively waiting to find their families though China's Waiting Child program. This program is designed to help place children with all levels of physical, developmental and/or medical special needs and older children with no known needs.

Come join us to learn about China's Waiting Child Program from Great Wall China Adoption, the trusted leader in Chinese Adoption.

Saturday, January 16, 2010
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Scottish Rite Hospital for Children
2222 Welborn Street Dallas, TX 75219
Families that attend will:

· Satisfy 1 hour of required Hague Training

· Connect with Great Wall staff members who will explain the Waiting Child process and what to expect

· Gain information about children in the Waiting Child program who are currently waiting to find their families

· Get information about many of the different medical conditions commonly seen, including definitions, treatment options, and possible prognoses

· Speak directly with families who have adopted Waiting Children and gain insight from their experiences

For more information or to register for the seminar, please contact Melissa Lybrand at 817-431-9979 or melissa.tx@gwca.org.
We hope to see you there!!

CHILDREN OF ALL NATIONS:
From Rwanda -- It's a girl!!
In less than four months from the date of dossier registration, a Children of All Nations (CAN) family has received a referral from Rwanda!  We could not be happier for the family.  With families matched with children from Ethiopia, Rwanda and the Philippines, we are excited to keep this momentum going!! At this pace, families can complete adoptions in a fraction of the time.  If you are interested in getting started, submit your CAN application today!
Children of All Nations (CAN) is pleased to announce the launch of our new Haiti adoption program! While the excitement revolving around the launch of this program has been dampened by the horrible outcome of the recent earthquake, our drive to help the children of Haiti find permanent loving homes has only increased.

We will work directly with Maison des Enfants de Dieu in Port-au-Prince to place children from infants to age 12 with families in the U.S. The orphanage (called a crèche in Haiti) is currently home to more than 130 children, many of whom have been orphaned due to extreme poverty. The program is open to married couples of 10 years, and is also an excellent option for single women. Haiti’s adoption process is unique in that parents are referred a child shortly after submission of their dossier. This allows for the bonding process to begin quickly and continue throughout the adoption finalization.  Parents are provided regular updates on their child, as well as opportunities to visit the crèche during the adoption.  It also offers the opportunity to adopt two children simultaneously, whether they are biologically related or not.
CAN is also accepting donations that will be given directly to the crèche to meet the immediate needs of the children and staff in the aftermath of the recent earthquake. The crèche will be in need of great physical assistance in the coming days and is expected to become a place where birth families, staff and neighbors seek humanitarian aid and comfort. The most effective donations at this time will be monetary donations to purchase food, fuel, medications and clean water. Donations can be sent to our headquarters or made online at http://www.gwca.org/donate/general-donation/donate.php. Please note on the credit card authorization form that your donation is intended for earthquake relief.

If you think the Haiti program may be the right choice for you, visit our website at www.childrenofallnations.com and then give us a call with any additional questions at 1.877.8 ASK CAN (1.877.827.5226). A CAN adoption consultant will answer your questions and help you apply today!
GREAT WALL ONLINE STORE: 
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INFORMATIONAL ADOPTION WORKSHOPS: 

http://www.gwca.org/tools/workshop-list.php?user=nicole&password=opensesame
TRAVEL GROUPS:  

Latest Departure Dates: 

WAITING CHILD LOIs: 7
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