FEATURE STORY:

Making the Most of your Wait for Referral
“You take it on faith.  You take it to the heart.  The waiting is the hardest part.” – Tom Petty

For many families currently adopting from China, the wait for a referral is more than they bargained for.   During the wait, it can be difficult to remember that at the end of this frustrating phase of the process, new parents will experience the miracle of being connected with a special child that is meant to complete their family.  It is at this trying time of the adoption journey that it is most important to find ways to stay positive and strengthen the family in preparation for a blessing from China.

One Great Wall mom made the most of her wait by looking inward to find the strength to write her first book.  Kristy Rodriguez, who started the adoption process in December of 2005 and is currently waiting for her referral, authored a fictional children’s book titled God Made Me in China.  The book explores issues in adoption and teaches that God loves all the children of the world, no matter where they are from or what they look like. Fun for children and parents alike, the story is drawn from personal experience and is sure to touch your heart.  To purchase the book, please visit www.franceskasjourneyhome.blogspot.com or www.entrywaypublishing.com.
**********KIM, Insert God made me in China photo from Feature Story Folder************
Of course, writing a book is just one of the many ways to make good use of the wait that can be longer than expected.  Below are a few tips to pass the time while creating a welcoming and supportive environment for your new child.

· Build your network of support – No parent can do it alone.  Think about the kind of services you need to support your family, and lay the ground work now. You may be surprised at the resources available to you when you do your research.

· Join an FCC Group – seek out your local Families with Children from China group (www.fwcc.org), and connect with people in all stages of the adoption process.  This group can provide encouraging insight and wisdom to remind you that there is light at the end of the tunnel.  
· Discuss the process with your family – Explain the international adoption process with your extended family and educate them about your child’s culture.  With a more complete understanding what the family can expect each member will be able to offer you better support and encouragement during your wait.  
· Find a Pediatrician – Interview health care providers in your area to find the best fit for your family.  Some pediatricians specialize in internationally adopted children and can address attachment issues or heath issues specific to foreign countries.  

· Meet with Spiritual Leaders – Whether you intend to lay a spiritual foundation based in your own faith or that of your child’s native country, it is beneficial to meet with spiritual leaders to determine the kind of guidance you wish to provide your adopted child and schedule specific rites of passages associated with your chosen belief system.

· Take advantage of Great Wall’s Network – With more than 50 Regional Offices across the US, we do our best to stay accessible to families at all stages of the adoption process. Contact your Regional Office director or social worker to find other waiting families in your area.  If families do not meet regularly, set up an event to share experiences and gain outside perspectives.  Find your Regional Office director here:  http://www.gwca.org/why_great_wall/organization/regional_offices/list
· Stay Healthy – Use this time to develop healthy eating, exercise and sleep habits, so they are well established when you bring your new child into your home.  You may also want to consider developing hobbies or routines to help you manage stress.   

· Focus on your Relationship – Strengthen your relationship with your partner by scheduling regular dates to discuss your hopes, fears and expectations about adoptive parenthood.  This is a great time to decide on parenting styles/discipline techniques and goals for the future.  You may also want to take advantage of this time and plan a romantic getaway.

· Make a Record – Journal, scrapbook, or start a blog/personal website to share your personal experience throughout the adoption journey.  This will not only provide an outlet for your thoughts and feelings, but help other families going through the same ordeal.  It may also be a treasured keepsake for you and your child for years to come.

· Improve your Home – Prepare your home for your child by preparing a nursery and child proofing all of the rooms in your house.  You may also choose to clear out storage spaces, have your carpets and air ducts cleaned, or focus on other home maintenance projects.

· Learn Chinese – It is important for your child to connect to his or her culture.  Get a head start by learning the language.  Take a class or take advantage of online tools: http://www.mandarintools.com/
LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT:  *******This is not complete********
Dear Great Wall families and friends,

I am excited to share with you the Great Wall’s new division, Children of all Nations (CAN), has been honored to receive approval from the Philippine government to place waiting children with loving families.  In addition to our adoption programs in Ethiopia, Rwanda and Mexico, CAN’s new Philippines program serves both single women and married couples who wish to complete their families through adoption.  I am also very pleased to now offer Great Wall families that are currently waiting for a referral from China an opportunity to bring a child into their homes sooner.  

<China updates>

In closing, I want to remind families that the adoption tax credit, which allows families to claim up to $12,150 per adoption, is set to expire in December 2010. Fortunately, there is a bill before Congress that will prevent the credit from being repealed and may make it permanent.  I want to personally encourage you to write to your representative to urge him/her to sign The Adoption Tax Relief Guarantee Act of 2009, H.R. 213.  This is a very important bill that can make all the difference for families that want to change the life of a child in need.  With your help, we can make it easier for American families to reach out to the more than 133 million orphans around the world today!  Write to your representative today by visiting: https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml!!

Sincerely, 

AMERICAN CONSULATE UPDATE:

Great Wall families, 

We have received an update from the American Consulate.  Please read through this carefully and complete the checklist noted below the notice.  If you are a Hague Family (filed the I800) this will not apply to you as you are approved for your specific child prior to departing to China. 
 
The American Consulate in Guangzhou, China recently posted the following notice on their website; this notice applies to non-Hague cases for families that have applied under the I-600A: 
Notice: If there have been any major changes to the adopting parents’ circumstances since the most recent I-600A approval, or if the child to be adopted does not meet the criteria as shown on the current I-600A approval notice (for example, they were approved for a healthy child but are now adopting a special needs child, or they were approved for a child under 18 months and are adopting a four-year old), the parents must contact USCIS for an updated I-600A approval notice.  Failure to ensure a valid I-600A approval prior to travel could lead to significant delays in issuance of the child’s visa.
Per this notice, as of July 1, 2009, the American Consulate in Guangzhou, can no longer accept amendments or updates to the home study submitted directly to their office as proof of approval. Only USCIS can approve home studies or home study amendments and subsequently issue updated approval notices.  In order for the American Consulate in Guangzhou to issue the child a visa, the family must be approved for the specific characteristics (age, gender, and health status) of the child they are adopting.  USCIS is the agency of contact for this procedure, as they are the only ones who can issue updated visas 37. 
As a result, if, at the time of referral, your home study will need to be updated due to a major change or amended for your child’s age, gender or health status, you will need to submit a home study update to your local USCIS office prior to traveling to China. Your USCIS office will review your updated/amended home study and update your I-797C/I-797H approval accordingly. Please note the age of your child at referral needs to be within the parameters of your homestudy or homestudy update that was submitted to file your I600A or I600A renewal. 
For families that have filed under the I-800A, please remember that the duty of candor and disclosure is an ongoing duty, and continues while the Form I-800A is pending, after the Form I-800A is approved, and until the adoption is final. Per Hague guidelines, families that have filed under the I-800A must notify the home study preparer and USCIS of any new event or information that might warrant submission of an amended or updated home study. This home study update must also be submitted to USCIS prior to traveling to China. 
For more information about the home study update, please review our Paperwork Guide, attached to this email. 
The to do’s: 
· Check the approval section of your homestudy/homestudy update that was submitted with your I600A application or renewal application 
· Check the age of your child at the time of referral – does this fit within the approval of your homestudy? 
· Check the gender and health status of your child and compare this with the approval section noted in the first bullet point – does this fit within the approval section? 
· If you answered yes to these – no action needs to be taken. 
· If you answered no to any of these, you will need to either obtain a homestudy update/addendum to amend the approval section - or if you have already obtained one – you will need to send it to your local USCIS office. There is a sample cover letter for you to use attached. 
If you have any questions, please contact the Great Wall Headquarters.

Sincerely,

The Great Wall Staff

FAMILY REUNION:
Content remains the same

HAGUE CONVENTION:

Hague Regulation: Duty of Candor and Disclosure

For families that have filed under the I-800A, please remember that the duty of candor and disclosure is an ongoing duty, and continues while the Form I-800A is pending, after the Form I-800A is approved, and until the adoption is final. Per Hague guidelines, families that have filed under the I-800A must notify their home study preparer and USCIS of any new event or information that might warrant submission of an amended or updated home study. This home study update must be submitted to USCIS prior to traveling to China.

Please feel free to contact your Great Wall case manager for questions regarding the duty of candor and disclosure. 
WAITING CHILD:
Dear Families,

We now have all of the children from the Hope Camp listed on our individual list.  It was such an amazing experience to meet each of these little ones, and I am beyond excited to share them with you now!  

If you are interested in the waiting child program and would like to access the list of these children, you will need to fill out a waiting child application at the following website: http://www.gwca.org/node/254.  Once your waiting child application is received and reviewed, you will be issued an email with a website and a password that gives you access to the Hope Camp List. 

Please note that submitting a waiting child application does not affect the status of your dossier.  Your dossier will continue the process through the regular track unless you were matched with a waiting child and decided to proceed with adopting that child, at which time you would submit what is called a Letter of Intent (LOI) to the CCAA.  Once the CCAA received and approved your LOI, your dossier would then be switched from the regular track to the waiting child track.   

Please let us know if you have any questions!

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Crouch 
Waiting Child Program Manager
Great Wall China Adoption
NEW ARRIVALS: 

 
see folder


LEIGH ANNE’S CORNER:

I hope everyone is having a safe and happy summer! 

We are excited about our upcoming reunion! If you haven’t registered and want to attend – please find the information here:  http://www.gwca.org/events/reunion
It’s been an interesting few months for travel with the out break of the Swine Flu. The CCAA is consistently issuing Travel approvals for our families and families are currently traveling.  We have groups scheduled to leave throughout July and planned into August. We do recommend that families who travel in the next few months consider travel insurance in case there are delays in China. At this time our families have all safely arrived and continued on their current itineraries. 

On another note that effects travel, we posted recently about the updated TB regulation for children over two years that must obtain a TB test and receive a negative result either through the skin test of chest X-ray to complete the Visa process at the American Consulate. This regulation was put into place July 1st. Our first group of families has successfully completed this process. The Joint Council for International Children’s Services is continuing to advocate to exempt adoptees from this testing. We will keep you posted as this advocacy continues. 

Congratulations to all the families we recently received referrals for and hopefully we will have updates soon for the next group of families! 

Leigh Anne 

WC MEDICAL GLOSSARY: 

content remains the same
FAMILY FOCUS:

**********insert photo from Family Focus Folder***********
The light of my life! 

Chloe (9) and Mackenzie (6), adopted from China in 2000 and 2003, respectively, when they were 10 ½ months old.
UPCOMING EVENTS:

2009 Great Wall Reunion - Register Today!
Great Wall families at all stages of the adoption process will gather at Emma Long Park on Saturday, July 25th to enjoy a wonderful day in the sun celebrating family and friends.  The park, overlooking beautiful Lake Austin, offers boat ramps, a fishing dock, a protected swimming area, volleyball courts, 4.5-mile hike and bike trail, and countless other amenities for your family to enjoy. Lunch will be catered by Smokey Mo’s BBQ – serving up the juiciest brisket ever, so bring your appetite!  

This one of a kind event allows you to meet the Great Wall Headquarters Staff, as well as fellow adoptive families to share experiences and building lasting relationships.  

Space is limited, so register now to reserve your spot!  

Fee per adult: $25     Fee per child 2-12 years old: $12

(This does not include parking fee of $8/per car, required at gate)

For more information, visit our Reunion page.
CHILDREN OF ALL NATIONS:

Children of All Nations is expanding to the Philippines!
Children of All Nations (CAN) is honored to have been approved by the Philippine government to aid in the placement of waiting children through the Special Needs Children – Special Home Findings Program.  Can’s New Philippines Adoption Program offers child placement services to single women and married couples that whish to complete their families through international adoption.  It also offers families that are waiting for referrals from China the opportunity to bring children into their homes sooner!

Program details are coming soon! Please check our website at www.childrenofallnations.com or contact a CAN adoption consultant at 1.877.8 ASK CAN (1.877.827.5226) to get the most up-to-date information!
GREAT WALL ONLINE STORE: 

content remains the same

INFORMATIONAL ADOPTION WORKSHOPS: 

http://www.gwca.org/tools/workshop-list.php?user=nicole&password=opensesame
TRAVEL GROUPS:  

Latest Departure Dates: 

7/9/2009

7/23/2009

WAITING CHILD LOIs: 77
CAFEPRESS.COM 
(add image and copy after LOIs and before CCAA Book.  It should be part of master…and be on every page.)
***********insert photos from Cafepress.com Folder************
Great Wall has teamed up with cafepress.com to create everything from apparel to gadgets to help you share your passion with others.  Help us raise awareness about adoption by purchasing Great Wall items for yourself or others.
