FEATURE STORY:

"A book is like a garden carried in the pocket." - Chinese Proverb

Keep your children’s minds active and engaged this summer while embracing their Chinese heritage.  Whether you choose to celebrate Chinese history and traditions or be carried away in a fictional novel, you will help enrich your child by helping them connect with their native culture.  You can teach others about China’s fascinating culture by starting a book club among peers!


Early Readers

· Chinese ABCs: A Book About the People and Places of China by Holly Schroeder

Kites and rice. Bicycles and villages. Discover the wonders of a huge and fascinating country in this ABC tour of China.
· Chinese Children’s Favorite Stories by Mingmei Yip

A collection of 13 traditional "thousand-year-old" stories. Selections include traditional Chinese elements such as dragons and the mischievous monkey king. Like fables, these tales have morsels of wisdom to impart, and almost all have a close connection with the natural world. Explanations of cultural elements are nicely incorporated into the text, such as the qin, a musical instrument. Yip's writing is clear and accessible to children, and the bright pastel illustrations are appealing.

· Far East Chinese Culture for Children Edited by Marisa Lin Fang and Helen Ma Jung

Teaching young children about cultures other than their own fosters enthusiasm for learning and opens their eyes to cultural differences. This book is written in simple sentences in both English and Chinese, and is divided into three parts. Part One contains authentic photos that are self-explanatory. Part Two provides coloring sheets for the entertainment of younger readers. Part Three includes an assortment of activities that can assess the reader's knowledge of Chinese culture.

· Good Morning China by Hu Yong Yi

Early morning, and a community is coming to life.  Children are playing, an artist is painting, and people are exercising and meditating.  Each page in this lovely picture book presents a snap-shot, and a final foldout spread collects them all to give a panorama of daily life in China.  Hu yong Yi's paintings are saturated with color and rich in life and feeling.

· Look What Came from China! by Miles Harvey

This book presents a variety of inventions, sports, food, holidays and customs that originated in China. Glossy double-page spreads cover topics such as "Fashion" and "Music," illustrated with full-color photographs, reproductions, and drawings. Recipes, a pronunciation guide to some foreign words, lists of further reading, and organizations and informative on-line sites are also included.
Middle Readers

· Chinese Proverbs by Ruthanne Lum

This beautifully illustrated volume collects more than 50 traditional Chinese proverbs in an irresistible treasury of timeless folk wisdom. Each proverb-presented in both Chinese and English-offers classic advice and keen observation on subjects ranging from affection to the hardest lessons. Charming illustrations by Hu Yong Yi bring the proverbs to life, and an insightful introduction illuminates their history and significance. 

· Tales of a Chinese Grandmother: 30 Traditional Tales from China by Frances Carpenter

A wonderful collection of traditional folk-tales from China, Tales of A Chinese Grandmother presents thirty short stories that are perfect to read aloud at bedtime. The tales, told by the character Lao-lao, the wizened grandmother of the nineteenth-century Ling household, give insight into the life, history, and culture of everyday China.

· Moonbeams, Dumplings & Dragon Boats: A Treasury of Chinese Holiday Tales, Activities and Recipes by Nina Simonds
This book features five holidays: Chinese New Year and the Lantern Festival, Qing Ming, the Dragon Boat Festival, and the Mid-Autumn Moon Festival. Each section begins with a one-page description of the history and customs of the festival and is followed by a four- to six-page story, from one to three recipes, and two or three crafts or games. The headings on each page appear in both English typeface and Chinese calligraphy; a guide to Chinese pronunciation is included. A two-page resource section is divided into three parts: of interest to adults, of interest to young readers, and Internet sources.

· Ch'i-lin Purse: A Collection of Ancient Chinese Stories  by Linda Fang
A professional storyteller, Fang uses the tales she heard, read, and loved as a child in Shanghai. Now she has written down nine of those stories whose origins are legends, novels, and operas hundreds of years old. Dramatic, humorous, and touching by turns, the stories often concern difficulties overcome by characters who are kind or clever, or both.

· The Journey to Mei by Freddie Remza

This sweet, educational novel for pre-teens relates the story of a 10 year old girl’s adoption of her new baby sister from China.  It’s upbeat approach and delicate introduction to Chinese culture and international adoption makes this book a great resource.

Teen Readers

· China Coin by Allan Baillie

Following the discovery of a fragment of coin, Leah and her mother set out on a quest to find their ancestral village in China.  The author takes readers on an exciting journey into China set against the background of Tiananmen Square.

· The Kite Rider by Geraldine McCaughrean

In 1281, the Chinese lived under a foreign emperor, Kublai Khan, whose nomadic Mongol warriors had just toppled the glorious Sung Dynasty. The pageant of changing dynasties is an epic backdrop for the story of 12-year-old Haoyou. After watching his father die, the boy must fend for himself and protect his widowed mother from their greedy, overbearing uncle and a suitor responsible for his father's death. Readers ride the winds with Haoyou, thanks to the author's vivid, realistic re-creation of his thrilling but terrifying flights. Her deliberate, shifting focus straddles insider and outsider, Mongol and Chinese, earth and sky, and life and death. Ultimately, the characters transcend all boundaries as their common humanity touches readers' hearts.

· Bound by Donna Jo Napoli

In a novel based on Chinese Cinderella tales, fourteen-year-old stepchild Xing-Xing endures a life of neglect and servitude, as her stepmother cruelly mutilates her own child's feet so that she alone might marry well.

· An Ocean Apart, A World Away by Lensey Namioka

Despite the odds facing her decision to become a doctor in 1920's Nanking, China, teenaged Yanyan leaves her family to study at Cornell University where, along with hard work, she finds prejudice and loneliness as well as friendship and a new sense of accomplishment.

· Ties that Bind, Ties That Break by Lensey Namioka

Third Sister in the Tao family, Ailin has watched her two older sisters go through the painful process of having their feet bound. In China in 1911, all the women of good families follow this ancient tradition. But Ailin rebels and refuses to follow this torturous tradition. With a bold conviction and an indomitable spirit, Ailin is determined to forge her own destiny. Her story is a tribute to all those women whose courage created new options for the generations who came after them.

· Five-Fold Happiness: Chinese Concepts of Luck, Prosperity, Longevity, Happiness, and Wealth by Vivien Sung

Surround yourself with lucky objects, the Chinese believe, and good fortune will come to you. In word and image, this exquisite volume-a delight to hold in the hand-explores the bounteous meanings of the five-fold symbols of happiness: luck, prosperity, longevity, happiness, and wealth. Drenched in color and lavishly illustrated from ancient and modern sources, Five-Fold Happiness interweaves both Chinese and English text. Whether readers choose to embrace these symbols in their everyday lives or simply enjoy them on these glorious pages, Five-Fold Happiness is altogether auspicious.

LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT:
Dear families and friends,

I hope everyone is doing well! I know we are all busy getting ready for the 2009 Great Wall Family Reunion on July 25th. I look forward to the reunion every year because I get the opportunity to meet you and your adoptive sons and daughters. I can hardly wait to see you all this year!

On the China adoption front, we received 18 referrals a few weeks ago. Of course, we could not be happier. Now the question remains, what is the CCAA doing to shorten the wait?

The CCAA has been working diligently to carry out a multifaceted strategy to decrease the referral time for adoptive families.  As of January 1, 2009, the organization has allowed orphanages to increase the mandatory orphanage donation fee from $3,000 to $5,000 to motivate orphanages to report more adoptable children to the CCAA.

China published the Notice on Adoption by Private Chinese Citizens, effective April 1, 2009, to make adoptions that fail to go through proper procedures illegal.  The CCAA hopes that encouraging citizens who find abandoned children to send the children to an orphanage to legally register those children will result in orphanages reporting more children to the CCAA.

China's Ministry of Civil Affairs, the agency establishing inter-country adoption policies in China, has called for change in handling orphan issues this year.  "Adoption first and orphanage care second," makes finding permanent homes for abandoned children a priority.

This policy change will force orphanages to consider reporting children for adoption more seriously.

The CCAA has made an effort to make child file preparation less complication in response to orphanages' complaints about international adoption paperwork preparation. Many training sessions were offered to assist orphanage directors in paperwork preparation.

The CCAA has successfully reached out to many provincial adoption offices and orphanage directors through training and meetings in recent months to ensure a solid understanding of the benefits of the donation fee increase, properly registered adoptions and the new adoption-first policy.

This year, the CCAA has been able to place an average of 400 healthy children, in addition to 250 - 300 children with special needs per month. This year's placements are comparable to last year's, with a decrease of healthy children and an increase of children with special needs. Although China adoption has significantly slowed down, it is still one of the most reliable and stable international programs. The Chinese government remains committed to finding homes for all the orphans.

The estimated wait time for a Waiting Child referral will be much shorter depending on type of child family choose to adopt. The more flexible and open to various special needs the family is, the shorter wait time for a referral.

Many families are looking to waiting child programs as the CCAA has green-lighted the programs, decreasing the wait time. I know waiting child programs are not for everyone, but it they are rewarding programs worth researching. I remain confident in China adoption programs, but I know we must remain patient as the wait time is likely to increase before it decreases.

Finally, Children of All Nations (CAN), a division of Great Wall China Adoption, assisting families to adopt from Ethiopia, Rwanda and Mexico, is progressing beautifully with families signing up for all of our programs. I am continuing to work on China adoption and on opening up programs more countries, so more children will find homes and families like yours will have more adoption choices.

Thank you all for your patience and commitment. As long as you are committed to China adoptions, I, along with all of my staff, am here for you!


FAMILY REUNION:
Content remains the same

HAGUE CONVENTION:

Transition Cases and the Hague Adoption Convention
The Hague Adoption Convention entered into force for the United States on April 1, 2008.  The Convention governs all adoptions between the United States and other countries, like China, that are party to the Convention.  If a prospective adoptive parent began his/her adoption from a Convention country before April 1, 2008, but the adoption has not been completed, the case may be considered to be a transition case.  

Please note the following facts regarding transition cases: 

 

· If a prospective adoptive parent filed Form I-600A (Application for Advance Processing of an Orphan Petition) or Form I-600 (Petition to Classify an Orphan as an Immediate Relative (Form I-600) before April 1, 2008, then Convention procedures may not apply to the adoption, as long as the I-600A remains valid at the time the I-600 is filed.   

· Once approved, the I-600A application may be extended, which lengthens the time that a transition case may take to be completed.  USCIS enables prospective adoptive parents with transition cases to receive up to two extensions of their I-600A.  When a family requests an extension of their approval to adopt, they need to meet certain update requirements, including providing any new or changed information affecting the home study and fingerprints for an updated criminal background check.  

· Transition cases will continue to be processed in accordance with the immigration regulations for non-Convention adoptions which were in effect at the time the case was filed.   Non-Convention procedures differ from the new Convention adoption procedures. 

· If a prospective adoptive parent wants to change a transition case to a Convention case, the entire application and petition process must be started anew.  Convention cases have different processing requirements, and an I-600A or I-600 cannot be converted into the I-800A and I-800 form(s) that are required for a Convention case.

· Each Convention country has different requirements for transition cases.  If you have questions about whether your adoption qualifies as a transition case, please contact our office.

For more information on transition cases and the Hague Adoption Convention, please feel free to visit the following link: http://adoption.state.gov/hague/overview/transition.html
WAITING CHILD:

Dear Families,

Firstly, I want to thank all of the families who have shown interest in the beautiful children for whom we are working hard to find families.  We are so happy that we had 11 children get just a little closer to coming home by having a family submit a letter of intent on their behalf.  We are already on a roll again this week with even more children finding their forever homes.  

 In the midst of the hubbub of the shared list along with frustration and concern over wait times, etc., there continue to be many older children who are healthy that are waiting to find their families.  Please note that in China, a child is typically referred through the regular program up until around the age of 7-8.  So, for them to be considered a “Waiting Child,” they would typically be between the ages of 7-14.  A child is only able to be adopted up until their 14th birthday, so for some of the older children, time is of the essence in order for them to find a family.   

The most common question we hear about these children is, “Why were they not matched when they were younger?”  The answer to this question is obviously different for every child, but the two most common reasons are that they may have been abandoned/orphaned later in life for various reasons or as the CCAA works to get more orphanages involved, they may be in an orphanage that previously did not work with the CCAA on international adoptions for their children.  Some of these children may have lived their entire life in an orphanage, some may live in foster care, but no matter what their story, when I was able to meet some of these older children when I was in Beijing, it was evident: they want a family.  One of the boys (see Lance below) gave a speech that he loves the orphanage, is grateful for the love and care he has received in his 11 years there, views all of the children and the nannies as his family, but what he truly wants is a family of his own.  

 If you feel you may be open to considering an older child, we highly recommend speaking to your social worker and others in your support network about this topic.  We are also always willing to speak with you about the experiences we have seen with families as well as direct you to resources to help learn about this possibility.  Also, we have helped some older children come home just days before their 14th birthdays as well as many children, “healthy” and special needs in this older child category and have families who are willing to share their experiences with you.

On that note, I hope that you will take the time to review the information presented below about these older children on the list.  Some of these children are on our individual agency list and they will be indicated with a * by their name.  Most of these children are on the shared agency list.  If you have any questions about these children, I would love to share more information with you.  Please note that as always, you must have a waiting child application on file in order to receive additional information:

 

1. Quinn was born in March, 1996 and was abandoned at birth.  She was a premature baby and physically grew slower than other children until about the age of 10.  She was in a foster family for 6 years, but then was sent to a boarding school to further her education.  She gets middle grades in school, but excels in fine arts.  A special vocational school offered her the opportunity to come study music and dance.  She learned 5 dances and likes to play the drums.  In her photos, she appears beautifully graceful.  

2. Cody was born in March, 2001 and abandoned within days of his birth.  He a sweet little boy that helps look after the younger children with care and affection.  He usually plays games with others, watches TV, sings songs, and dances his own dance. He loves his younger “sister and brother” that he helps look after, and shares well with others. 

3. Evie was born in April, 1997 and was abandoned within days of her birth.  She is described as having a timid personality.  She loves to play games with other children and has established good friendships with other children. She does well in school and is not afraid to ask questions. She grows happily and healthily every day.  

4. Lina was born in February, 1996 and came into the orphanage just this year after both of her parents passed away.  She had no other family to care for her.  It took her a few days to be comfortable, but then she began to smile a lot and play with the other children.  She likes to sing, is sociable, and like all young ladies, loves to look beautiful. 

5. Josh was born in November, 2002 and was abandoned at 3 years old.  He can express what himself by drawing and explaining it to other kids and teachers. He has confidence and knows to face challenges with persistent efforts. When there is a new child in school he will always sit by them to make them feel welcome and also initiates to invite other kids to play basketball. He finds confidence from playing, and happiness from confidence. He is thriving and growing. 

6. Tyler was born in February, 1997 and was abandoned at the age of 5.  When he was younger, he tested weakly positive for Hepatitis B, but now his tests show he is negative.  He was in a foster mother for some time but had to return to the orphanage when his foster mother became ill.  He loves to play football and is proud of himself when he plays well, and works harder when he’s not playing so well.  He is inquisitive and likes to learn, and has a good imagination.  He loves to dance and knows some Latin and Hip-hop.  He is also a very good artist. 

7. Lance* was born in December, 1997 and was abandoned when he was about 4 months old.  He is a very outgoing and active boy, and is a great leader to the other children.  He likes playing football, badminton, and riding bicycles.  He loves to study math and is a very quick learner.  He is very caring and loving towards younger children and speaks very basic English very well.  

8. Nathan was born in March, 1996.  He came into the orphanage in the fall of 2006 after his mother passed away (his father had passed previously) and his uncle was unable to care for him due to his own age and health.  He had a difficult time with the idea of adoption, but the orphanage has worked extensively with him on this and details are in his file.  He loves to read extracurricular books and watch cartoons.  He is outgoing and able to share his opinions.  He does well in school and has good social skills.  

9. Donnie was born in December, 2000 and was abandoned when he was 4 years old.  At that time he was diagnosed with II degree malnutrition and rickets.  He has recovered from these conditions.  He entered into a foster home in 2006 and does well there.  He studies well in school.  He is polite to people, respects adults, is well liked by everyone. 

10. Luke was born in December, 1997.  He came into the orphanage at the age of 9.5 years old when his father passed away.  His mother had left the family when he was a baby, and the court declared him an orphan.  He had a hard time transitioning to the orphanage dealing with the loss of his father, however over time he became more comfortable and outgoing.  He rides a bike to and from school on his own and gets along well other children. 

11. Tricia was born in March, 1998 and was abandoned at about a week old.  She does very well in school and understands the importance of studying.  She is a beautiful dancer and often receives praises for her dancing.  It is said that she has grown into a graceful young lady.  She has seen some of her best friends be adopted and would love to have a family of her own. 

12. Danni was born in May, 1998 and abandoned when she was 8 years old.  At the time, she was very thin weighing only about 30 pounds.  She has grown quite well in her time in the orphanage.  She does well in school and is learning English.  She does not talk a lot, but likes to play with other children.  She shows concern for younger children in institute, but at the same time, she desires more love and concern. 

13. Jake* was born in January, 2000 and was abandoned when he was approximately 4.5 years old.  He is excellent in school, prefers to study language, math and fine art. He also does well with drawing and has a great imagination.  He loves to read mythical stories and play outside with the other children.  Josh was born in November, 2002 and was abandoned at 3 years old.  He can express what himself by drawing and explaining it to other kids and teachers. He has confidence and knows to face challenges with persistent efforts. When there is a new child in school he will always sit by them to make them feel welcome and also initiates to invite other kids to play basketball. He finds confidence from playing, and happiness from confidence. He is thriving and growing. 

14. Lane was born in February, 2000 and was abandoned when he was 6 years old.  He took some time to transition, but has adapted well to the orphanage.  He does well in school and loves art.  He would love to study art technique and is a member of an “artists club” in the orphanage. 

NEW ARRIVALS: 

 
see folder


LEIGH ANNE’S CORNER:

Hello Families! 

I hope you are all getting your summer off to a wonderful start and have a few fun family vacations planned for your future. We hope one of those can be down to Austin for our Annual Reunion! It may be hot in July here – but the park has a lovely swimming area on the river, and the river water is always cool and refreshing. Hope to see you there!  Register today!!
I wanted to review some updates from headquarters sent out over the last few weeks. 

First, as Kim’s families’ already know, she had to sadly resign due to medical issues. We already miss her greatly! Beth Reeves is working with all referral education families right now and we will update you as we work to fill Kim’s unfillable shoes. Thank you for your patience and understanding during this transition. 

Second, the American Consulate in Guangzhou, China has issued the following notification regarding a new policy that will become effective on July 1, 2009.  Please note that this policy affects only those families adopting a child that is between 2 and 14 years of age. 

Starting July 1, 2009, the consulate will begin new screening and treatment requirements for tuberculosis for all Chinese immigrants, including adopted children between the ages of two and fourteen years.  For medical exams on or after this date, panel physicians will be required to follow the 2007 Technical Instructions for Tuberculosis Screening and Treatment issued by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC).   Children between the ages of two and fourteen on the day of the medical exam will be required to have a tuberculin skin test.   The test results must be read 48 to 72 hours after the test is administered.  If the results are positive, a chest x-ray must be performed.   Based upon the results of the chest x-ray, a physical exam, and the child’s medical history, the panel physician will determine the appropriate classification, if any, of tuberculosis.  Further testing and treatment, prior to immigration, may be required.  Due to this required examination, families adopting children between the ages of 2 and 14 years, may need to extend their stay in China a few extra days.

For information about tuberculosis screening and treatment, please visit the Center for Disease Control website at: http://www.cdc.gov/tb/faqs/default.htm
We did confirm that the test must be completed by an approved panel physician, which means at this time the tests will take place in Guangzhou.  We are working to arrange the travel for families this impacts the family, in the most efficient manner. Please know that due to this testing there may be added days to incorporate the testing, results and then Visa appointment. We encourage all families to obtain travel insurance in case there are delays due to the results of the tests. We hope this all goes smoothly and we will continue to communicate with the American Consulate and CDC on behalf of our families. 

Have a safe and wonderful June! 

Leigh Anne

WC MEDICAL GLOSSARY: 

content remains the same
FAMILY FOCUS:
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7 Sisters and cousins and All greatwall girls!
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Amy (6, Yunnan) and Nathan (4, Henan) Schiffler pose under Amy's favorite tree, a Scotch Pine, at Cox Arboretum near their home in Dayton, Ohio. 
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Choel Nolen’s, Re-adoption day!
UPCOMING EVENTS:

2009 Great Wall Reunion - Register Today!
Great Wall families at all stages of the adoption process will gather at Emma Long Park on Saturday, July 25th to enjoy a wonderful day in the sun celebrating family and friends.  The park, overlooking beautiful Lake Austin, offers boat ramps, a fishing dock, a protected swimming area, volleyball courts, 4.5-mile hike and bike trail, and countless other amenities for your family to enjoy. Lunch will be catered by Smokey Mo’s BBQ – serving up the juiciest brisket ever, so bring your appetite!  

This one of a kind event allows you to meet the Great Wall Headquarters Staff, as well as fellow adoptive families to share experiences and building lasting relationships.  

Space is limited, so register now to reserve your spot!  

Fee per adult: $25     Fee per child 2-12 years old: $12

(This does not include parking fee of $8/per car, required at gate)

For more information, visit our Reunion page.
CHILDREN OF ALL NATIONS:

Deadline for Great Savings is June 30th!  Apply today!

Past and present Great Wall families can save up to $1,750* when they adopt through Children of All Nations. The application deadline for families who would like to take advantage of our incentives is June 30, 2009.  

CAN’s mission is to provide exceptional client care throughout the adoption process.  Our new program fees for Ethiopia, Rwanda and Mexico include our Elite Dossier Service, which provides families with executive level treatment at no additional cost.  With so many details to consider throughout the adoption journey, CAN families, especially those who are adopting concurrently through China, appreciate not having to manage the complicated paper chase. Our Dossier Specialists compile all of your official documents into the dossier for you, taking away the worry that comes with paper chasing process.

While we are committed to providing the highest quality of service, we also aim to keep your adoption costs low. When working with us for your adoption, please consider the following sources of financial aid:
· The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption has joined forces with JPMorgan Chase Bank to announce a financial resource for adoptive parents. Chase New Additions is a special program that offers a lower introductory rate on a new home equity line of credit to help families pay for adoption expenses. Visit http://www.chase.com/NewAdditions to learn more and apply online.
· A helpful link regarding loans for adoption is available at www.affordingadoption.com A good general link to find out about how to finance your international adoption, try this link: http://www.adoptionfinancing.com/
· Publication 968 – Tax Benefits for Adoption, which define eligible adoption costs, can be downloaded online: www.irs.ustreas.gov
· For more information and support on the adoption tax credit. www.AdoptionTaxCredit.com
· To find out about your state tax credits, try this link: http://www.state.yourstate.us
· Nonrecurring Federal Adoption Program-State Reimbursement -- A reimbursement for non-recurring adoption expenses (international adoption agency fees, legal costs, transportation and other adoption costs) is available through each state for families who adopt children with special needs
· Sources for Adoption Loans or Grants to help cover your adoption costs: http://www.chinacare.org
· For suggestions from the National Endowment for Financial Education visit the site: www.nefe.org
· There is a one-time subsidy program available for full-time military personnel. Currently adoption couples or singles can receive up to $2000 per child or $5000 maximum for siblings. http://www.militaryadoption.com/
*dependant on adoption phase

GREAT WALL ONLINE STORE: 
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INFORMATIONAL ADOPTION WORKSHOPS: 

http://www.gwca.org/tools/workshop-list.php?user=nicole&password=opensesame
TRAVEL GROUPS:  

Latest Departure Dates: 

6/04/2009

6/18/2009

WAITING CHILD LOIs: 67
