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Dear Friends and Family, 
It is our agency’s mission to find as many orphaned Chinese children a home as possible.  One of the ways that we are able to do this is to increase awareness of the children with special needs that are available for international adoption.

 

We have found our outreach to families to be very successful. We understand that all families travel the journey to their child in the way that was meant and we have seen this happen for many families and children through these outreach and informational emails.  

 

Again, thank you for supporting our efforts on behalf of these children. 

Sincerely, 

 

The Waiting Child Team

Great Wall China Adoption

Stephanie’s Corner: 
Dear Families,

When the Waiting Child program was first established, all of the children’s files were maintained in paper form and sent to the agencies to try to find families.  This was not a highly effective system for placing the children or placing them in a timely manner.  In an effort to find more homes for more children as quickly as possible, the CCAA developed and implemented a trial run for an online system to maintain the children’s files.  The trial system has been in place for approximately 18 months and has been immensely successful in the placement of many more children that was previously possible.  For Great Wall, in 2007 under the usage of paper files, we were able to place 44 children.  In 2008 with the implementation of the online system, we were able to place nearly 160 children.  

Due to the success of the online system, the CCAA has decided to end the trial period for the system.  The online system will now be the permanent and sole means of accessing the Waiting Children’s files and matching the children with families.  Now that the system will be fully implemented, the CCAA has issued official guidelines and fees for the usage of the system. 

Agencies that choose to continue to participate in the Waiting Child program and use the online system, have been required to submit an official application and annual fees for the system.  Great Wall’s application and annual fees have already been received and accepted by the CCAA, and we are grateful to be able to continue placing children through the Waiting Child program.  In addition to the agency’s annual fees for the usage of the system, the CCAA has also implemented a fee for every completed adoption.  Effective April 1st, the CCAA will charge a fee for every Letter Seeking Confirmation that is issued to a Waiting Child family.  For families, this fee will be $100.  This fee will only be assessed after your LSC is issued and must be returned to Great Wall with your signed LSC.  

We understand that this new regulation may be frustrating to families.  However, because the CCAA is similar to a non-profit agency in the U.S., these fees are necessary for them to be able to maintain the online system.  We are grateful that they have created such a successful system for placing the children and hope to continue to place as many children as possible through the Waiting Child program.  

Please let us know if you have any questions! 

Sincerely,
 

Stephanie Crouch
Waiting Child Program Manager

Great Wall China Adoption

Medical Resources: 

We would like to share a helpful website for families that are beginning to research special needs:  http://nohandsbutours.com/
 

No Hands But Ours was the vision of a mother of 9.  Four of her children are from China and all have special needs.  Her passion continues to be finding homes for the children left behind.  She saw the need for a website that would provide education, resources, and encouragement for families considering Special Needs adoption, as well as advocacy for children who still wait for their families.

For information about the needs specific to our Waiting Children, Great Wall offers a Waiting Child medical glossary.  The glossary can be accessed through the following link: WC Medical Glossary 
The U.S. National Library of Medicine and the National Institutes of Health also offer additional medical information and resources at: http://medlineplus.gov/
Family Planning and Preparation: 
Dear Families, 

Over the years my mom has sent me clipped newspaper articles in the mail that she feels would be interesting or good for me to read. A lot of them relate to my work with our families. The other day I received just such an article with a little note that she thought this article would be good to read for our families. I wanted to share some of the points with you as I thought it was a good thought provoking article.  

The article was in the Fort Worth Star Telegram and is written by Dr. T. Berry Brazelton. The title is Adopting Means Looking for a lot of Answers: Parents need to do a lot of observing, and outside resources can help, too.  It addresses a question from a family regarding the emotional and social development of an 11 year old Chinese boy in regard to the loss of his parental figures in his short lifetime. 

Some highlights that Dr. Brazelton presents in this article are: 

· The effects of the loss of both parents on a child’s social and emotional development will depend on the quality of the relationships with his parental figures; his age when he lost them and the quality of the relationships with other caregivers who stepped in to try to fill the void. Another key factor will be the child’s unique temperament and personality and his individual balance of assets and vulnerabilities

· When you first meet your child he may be wary and reticent – try not to take this personally. 

· Try not to rush in and to get close before he is ready. Instead be patient and let him get to know you on his on terms and at his own pace. 

· When you get home – Watch and Listen. Get to know him as an individual – not only how he copes with his losses but who he is as an individual. 

· What are his strengths? His personality? His passions? What does he avoid? 

· How does he negotiate opportunities and challenges in the present through his actions at least as much or more than his words. Does he rush in to new things? Is or does he move more slowly or is he fearful and avoidant? 

· How aware is he of his feelings? How does he handle them? At first he may try too hard to be good – if he begins to show you his “rough edges” this may be a sign that his trust in your unconditional acceptance is growing. 

· Why ask these questions? To get to know your child, what you can reasonably expect from him at each stage of development and how you can help him along when you must let him reach for the next stage himself. 

· Find outside resources to help your family and your child. 

· www.chinacare.org
· www.fwcc.org 

· Pediatric Services and International Adoption Experts please see the following link we have for International Adoption Clinics in various states across the U.S. <insert link>
So, take your time, research, outreach to resources, and get to know yourself and your child as you work to forge your unconditional and loving bond as a family. 
Sincerely, 

Leigh Anne Graf

Client Service and Relations Director

Great Wall China Adoption

Angel Stories: 
Submission by the Fremer family: 
Today in Florida, I will witness the funeral of another police officer.  Captain Scott Bierweiler was killed in a head on collision last week.  He never made it to work that day.  In the nineteen years my husband has been in law enforcement, I have attended too many funerals for police officers.  After each one, I count the years my husband has left before he can retire....19 down, 6 to go.  Those plans changed a few years ago.  

Working in the adoption field, I scan the lists of waiting children and pray for each one to find his or her forever family.  In 2005, I came across a little girl on the Waiting Children's list.  I read about her special need and secretly began researching it, not breathing a word of it to my husband.  After I felt I had a grasp on her condition and its treatment, I quietly went to my husband and asked him to pray about adopting her.  His first thought was, "How on earth are we going to provide for a fourth child?"  As time went by, though, he came to me and made one of the most unselfish decisions I have ever witnessed him make.   As a result, retirement plans have changed but not without an even greater blessing. Her name is Isabella Grace.

Isabella has one of the more severe forms of Alpha Thalassemia.  Her specific diagnosis is Hemoglobin H Disease with Constant Spring Trait.  This requires chronic blood transfusions, a splenectomy, and probable chelation therapy in the future.  Every two to three months, Isabella and I take a trip to All Children's Hospital in St. Petersburg for her blood transfusion.  In between those transfusions, she goes for regular CBC’s and hemoglobin checks.  Her spleen is enlarged as a result and will need to be removed in the near future.  At some point in her life, her liver will overload with the iron from the blood transfusions, and she will need to begin the chelation therapy; removing the excess iron from her organs.  This sounds so overwhelming, I'm sure, but Isabella handles this so well and has been such a blessing and testimony to our family.

I home school our girls and one day, we were on a field trip in Parish, Florida. Isabella sat on my friend's lap and I took a walk around the train.  When I came back, my friend asked me when I taught Isabella to read.  I responded, telling her we hadn’t gotten that far yet.  What followed, caught me completely off guard. She held a book up in front of Isabella and Isabella read the entire book to me. My eyes filled with tears and I had to marvel at the intelligence of this child. During the next few months, I began to notice how bright she was.  As if that weren't enough, the evaluator who evaluates the girls each year (for their scholastic ability and for accountability), casually mentioned that Isabella should have an IQ test done.  I wasn't sure I wanted to do this but the evaluator explained to me that if she tested above a certain level, it would open a door for our family and give us access to teaching and learning tools that would otherwise be unavailable to us.  I agreed and once again was overwhelmed with the results of this test.  Isabella's sisters call her "Little Einstein."  I'm certain we are embellishing a bit, but we are all so proud of her.  

I don't know what the future holds for Isabella as far as her health status goes but I know that her life is much richer for having been placed with her forever family, and our lives are much richer for having our "Little Einstein."  One of our family's favorite Bible verses is Jeremiah 29:11 and it says, "For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope."   Our family is very content with those words and we are thankful for what God has placed in our lives in the life of Isabella.  
Submission by the Dorsey family: 
I am a person who constantly runs a soundtrack in my head, When I come across songs that sum up the way I am feeling , those songs become part of my life soundtrack. When iTunes came along, I thought I had hit the lottery! I could pick this song, or that one and create my own

playlist with some catchy title!
When my husband and I made the decision to adopt a second time from China, I immediately went into soundtrack mode. I came across my own songs, new and old, and asked others for suggestions. I appropriately named this soundtrack “Jie Jie and Mei Mei.” I listened to these songs while we completed our paperwork and thought about my yet-to-be-seen daughter, the younger sister for the daughter I was already blessed to have.
“I know you’re out there somewhere.

Somewhere, somewhere

I know you’re out there somewhere.

And someday I’ll return again to you”..
We logged in on March 29, 2007. Even though the wait was long and growing longer by the month, I wasn’t too bothered. My daughter kept me busy, running to preschool, ballet, gymnastics, and playing with friends. “Jie Jie and Mei Mei” went in the car with us, but we listened to it less frequently. I started thinking about the waiting child list. I’d see posts on yahoo groups with strange acronyms- LOI,LSC, LOA - and check in on the GWCA family only section to try to decode them. The waiting child program began to intrigue me. I can’t explain it, but I would read, re-read, and read again the same information. Something or someone was speaking to my heart. One day, I said to my husband, “Maybe we should submit a waiting child application.” The way I saw it, it was a win-win situation. We would be matched, or we wouldn’t, but either way, our daughter would have a sister. My husband’s answer? “OK.”
So we started researching. W met with our pediatrician. We discussed what needs we could or could not handle. We researched. We soul searched. We vowed to be honest with ourselves and true to the child we already had. We completed our application. We listed the needs we felt were best for our family and then checked the boxes: Female and Age 0-2. We hit the “send” button and began waiting anew. 

Came in close, I heard a voice

Standing stretching every nerve

I had to listen had no choice

I did not believe the information

Just had to trust imagination

My heart was going boom boom, boom

Son, he said, grab your things, Ive come to take you home.
Months went by and we heard nothing. Questions began to surface. Maybe we hadn’t actually hit the send button. Maybe our application hadn’t been complete. Maybe we hadn’t researched fully enough. Not being the type to sit idly by, my husband called GWCA and got in touch with Stephanie Crouch. Had they received our application? Yes, and they were familiar with it. Was a new list expected soon? Probably. Then Stephanie told my husband about a child they had not been able to place. The file had been with GWCA for over six months. No one had looked at it. Would we be interested? My husband told her sure. And the next thing we knew, we had a file to consider.
We opened the file and saw the huge brown eyes of a little boy - a little guy I had remembered seeing when there were still photo listings. His eyes made me notice his picture then. He had been in the upper right hand corner, and we had thought he was cute. But he was a boy, and I wanted a sister for our daughter and his diagnosis seemed a little scary. 

We started by googling his diagnosis. It seemed more than we could handle. “I don’t know  about this…” I told my husband. We had promised ourselves we were going to be honest and not to get in over our heads. “Yes, but look at this, and this…” my husband pointed out. There was definitely some contradictory information in the health report. It was time to call in some experts and to do the most serious soul searching of all.
We contacted our pediatrician and took the file to him. We registered with Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. Both thoroughly reviewed this little guy’s file. Both were in agreement: this little guy would either have some very serious needs, or his needs would be easily managed. Basically, we concluded, it was a leap of faith. We had the luxury of being able to think about our decision. My husband was ready to take the leap - I, however, had to think. I always knew we would have more than one child, but, coming from a family of two girls, I wanted my daughter to have the sister bond that I am fortunate enough to share with my sister. And what if this child had the serious needs that were possible? Would we, as a family, be able to weather that storm? After several weeks of sleepless nights, revisiting the file, reviewing our notes from the consultations with doctors, and constantly coming back to the computer to look at his pictures, the decision was made. This child was our son.
I smile when I think about

The happiness in You I've found

I'm so amazed at what Your love has done

And when I think the best is yet to come
Fast forward a few months. LOI was sent, LSC signed, TA received, reservations made. Bags were packed, visas approved, and lots of travel toys and games were purchased to amuse an almost four year old girl, and an almost three year old boy. We were on our way to China. Our daughter was adopted on November 9, 2005. Our son would join our family three years and one day later, November 10, 2008. We were to stay in Beijing for two weeks, fly to Guangzhou for a week, and arrive home the day before Thanksgiving. 

We met our son at Beijing Children’s Welfare Institute. He was close to 20 minutes late for our scheduled meeting time. A scared, shy toddler walked into the meeting room where we had been waiting. He was less than excited to see us. As a matter of fact, after a few minutes, he bolted. Downright got up and left. He seemed to say, “Thanks for the gift package. See ya later!” After a few minutes, he was coaxed back into the room with the promise of chocolate. After the formalities were taken care of, we were led out of the welfare institute, now a family of four. We had an energetic, very excited daughter, and a very sad, scared son.
We got through the first day with lots and lots of M&Ms. Our guide, Michelle, was invaluable, speaking to him in mandarin and teaching us words and phrases to comfort him. The next morning, we woke up to a beautiful morning in Beijing, and a new family. Our son has an infectious laugh and an incredible smile. We were lucky enough that next morning to hear and see both. Our daughter and son fell easily into the roles of sister and brother: They are best of friends and worst of enemies – and it changes by the minute. Our daughter is fiercely protective of her little brother and is eager to introduce him to anyone.

Isn’t it exceptional

That things just work out after all

It’s just another ordinary miracle today
We are now home, and are functioning beautifully as a family of four. Routines have been established, bonding is ongoing, and most importantly, our son has found a family, and we have found him. The fact that he is a boy, and not the daughter I thought I would have? I got over that before I ever met him. My heart has long forgotten the gender hang up it once had. As far as his diagnosis goes, well, it doesn’t really matter. He is our child. We will deal with what we have to, if we have to, when we have to. He is our son. We would lay down our lives for him.  As Stephanie once told us, “Ultimately, it isn’t about the diagnosis at all. It is about finding your child and bringing them home.”

I have renamed my playlist “Jie Jie and Di Di.” I added a few songs. It goes with our family of

four, me, my husband, our daughter, and our son, everywhere. 

Songs quoted:

“I Know Youʼre Out There Somewhere” Moody Blues

“Solsbury Hill” Peter Gabriel

“I Smile” Russ Lee

“Ordinary Miracle” Sarah MacLaughlin
Angels in Waiting: 

Through each newsletter, we would like to share with you information about some of the children currently awaiting placement through the Waiting Child Program. 

These are our Angels in Waiting. 

Cecelia: This 6 year old little girl was diagnosed with cleft palate, both ears severe phonoreception nerve acoustic paralysis, and a webbed neck. She had surgery to correct her cleft palate and recovered well. She has had speech rehabilitation training and can speak many words. She is able to learn quickly and works diligently in school. She is described as being very extroverted and greets everyone with a smile. She enjoys playing with her dolls and games and gets along very well with the other children in her foster home.  

Her official diagnosis is: hearing impairment, postoperative palate cleft, webbed neck.

ID 1

Jack: This handsome little 8 year old boy is described as an active boy that gets along well with others. He has active mind in the class and is a quick learner. He is often praised by his teachers. He likes music and watching cartoons. He enjoys playing with other children, especially hide and seek.  ID 7 brachial plexus injury and scoliosis

Ryan: This handsome 7.5 year old boy came to live at the institute in 2006. He adjusted nicely to the life in the institute, and is bonding well with the other caregivers and children. He has an active personality. He is interested in cartoons and mythology programs, likes Ultraman, Monkey king and other cartoon characters. He imitates people to perfection, especially imitating the four characters in The Adventure of Monkey, which always makes people laugh. Now he attends a special class in our institute, and likes playing Plasticine and other crafts. He is so clever and learns new things quickly. People like him because of his politeness and attractive smile. He is able to look after himself well and is friendly to other children, even sometimes helps the caregiver to clean the floor and take out the trash. All of caregivers love him very much. ID 28 M 8 Deaf - Hep B (HBeAb: Positive HBcAb: Positive)  

Jacob: This handsome 4 year old little boy came to live at the institute in 2005. As an infant, whenever someone approaching him and touching him, he would touch the person with his hands to distinguish if it was a familiar person. He has a sensitive tactile sensation. At the age of 1 year he could stand alone. At that time he was good at distinguish sounds. When hearing the voices of persons who were close to him, he would be happy. If hearing voices of unfamiliar persons he would cry for a moment. At the age of 14 months he liked listening to music. When hearing the music he liked, he would listen to it attentively. If you turn off the music in the middle of the song, he would cry sadly. In 2006 he had examination in the department of ophthalmology and was diagnosed with congenital nystagmus of both eyes - blind eyes. The orphanage report states that although he lives in a dark world, he lives a happy life with the warmth given to him by many kind-hearted people. Now he likes playing toys alone, listen to music quietly. When the music plays his fingers will tap the table following the rhythm of the music. He can stand alone; walk for a long time with support the caretaker. He has outgoing personality, sometimes is impatient, occasionally he is obstinate. He likes to play with people close to him and listen to music. His diagnosis is: Congenital nystagmus of both eyes - blind eyes ID 34

Frank: This a handsome little two year old boy. His special needs are right auricle deformity and atresia of external auditory canal and lumbosacral menigomyelocele.  He was brought to the welfare at 2 months old. The hearing in is left ear is good so his communications have not been effected. He claps his hands and smiles to welcome people when he sees them. He likes playing with toys and interacting with the other children. Every day he helps the “aunties” tidy up the toys after playing. He says simple words and expresses his feelings. He loves to have his care givers read to him. ID 21

If you would like additional information regarding any of these children you may submit a formal inquiry through our password protected site. To access our password protected site that includes additional information on the waiting child program and our listing of children currently available through Great Wall's individual list, families may submit a general waiting child application to keep on file with Great Wall.  In addition, please note, we must have a Waiting Child application on file prior to sending a child's formal file to a family for review. If you have not completed an application and would like to do so, You can access this application at the following link: http://www.gwca.org/node/254 
If you have already submitted your application and have lost your password – please contact leighanne@gwca.org 
 
For more information on our Waiting Child Program, please visit our Website at: http://www.gwca.org/why_great_wall/waiting_child_program
 
 Adoption News and Information: 

Your State’s Intercountry Adoption Laws
Laws for adoption vary from state to state in the US. Each state has its own set of rules and regulations.

For example in Texas the following are legal requirements for an adoption:

· A pre-adoptive home screening (home study) and post-placement report must be conducted.

· A report on the available health, social, educational, and genetic history of the child (including history or abuse if any) to be adopted must be provided to the adoptive parents. 

· An adopted child is entitled to inherit from and through the child's adoptive parents as though the child were the biological child of the parents. 

· Parents have the right to examine any records about their adoptee that are available. 

· A criminal history background check must be run for each prospective adoptive parent

Intercountry adoptions may be finalized abroad or domestically. Most State statutes give full effect and recognition to intercountry adoptions finalized abroad. Full effect of a foreign adoption decree means that adoptive parents and adopted children have the same rights and obligations as they would have if a State court had issued the adoption decree. Recognition of a foreign adoption decree means that the decree is just as valid and binding as a decree issued by a State court. Additionally, most State statutes provide for validation of the foreign adoption or readoption of the child under State law and establish application procedures for adopted children to obtain a U.S. birth certificate. 

Electronic copies of this publication may be downloaded at

www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/statutes/intercountry.cfm
To find information on all the States and territories, order a copy of the full-length PDF by calling 800.394.3366 or 703.385.7565, or download it at www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/statutes/intercountryall.pdf
Upcoming Waiting Child Webinars: 

Come participate in our online informational session where you can learn about Great Wall's Waiting Child program.  Our Webinar Host, Allison Stock, is an adoptive mom of three and she will help you learn what is considered a Waiting Child, discuss common Special Needs of children on the Waiting Child list, explain the process and prepare you for what to expect when adopting a Waiting Child. 


Attendees will receive a certificate for 2 hours of Hague Parent Education training by attending this webinar. 

Register for a session now by clicking a date below:

Tue, Apr 21, 2009 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM CDT
Tue, May 5, 2009 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM CDT
Tue, May 19, 2009 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM CDT
Tue, Jun 2, 2009 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM CDT
Tue, Jun 16, 2009 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM CDT
Once registered you will receive an email confirming your registration with information you need to join the Webinar.

Waiting Child Yahoo Group:
For the latest waiting child news and information, stay in the loop through our Waiting Child Update yahoo group. You can join the group through the following link: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/greatwall_wcpu . 

You can also join by sending a message to: 

greatwall_wcpu-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Charity Missions: 

Great Wall's Charity Mission sector is dedicated to improving conditions for the thousands of children still living in Chinese orphanages. We have made great strides with three programs, all under the umbrella of the Great Wall Charity Missions.

For details, please contact us at 512.323.9595 or charitymissions@gwca.org. For more information about our Charity Missions including: Angel Stitches, Libraries of Love and Gifts of Love, please check out the following link: 

http://www.gwca.org/why_great_wall/charity_missions
Donate Today!

Waiting Child Blogs: 

Follow the journey of our waiting child families as they become a forever family! 

www.journeytodelilah.blogspot.com
www.tosusanna.blogspot.com
www.thesmithfamilyrocksblog.blogspot.com
http://www.rusongfilms.com/Allison.html
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