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Dear Friends and Family, 

It is our agency’s mission to find loving homes for as many orphaned Chinese children as possible.  One of the ways that we are able to do this is to increase awareness of the children with special needs that are available for international adoption.

Great Wall is aware that some of our families have found their child through another agency’s Waiting Child list, and have asked that their dossier be transferred from Great Wall to the other agency. We are fully committed to helping create families through international adoption and will assist you in transferring your dossier and submitting your required transfer documents.

To cover our service costs, Great Wall will deduct $500 from family’s refund for closing and transferring your dossier or family has to pay $500 if there is no refund due to the family. We will handle:

• Producing the CCAA required documents to recommend the file transfer;

• Translating the related documents into Chinese for the CCAA;

• Mailing the related documents;

• Closing the family’s GW file and processing refund.

Great Wall stands by to assist you with any future adoption needs. For more information, please contact our accounting department at 512-323-9595.

Please remember, Waiting Child applications are valid for 6 months. If your application was submitted more than 6 months ago, we now ask that you please fill out a new application.  Applications older than 6 months will no longer be considered.  This will help us assess your continued interest in the program as well as keep us up to date on the needs your family feels comfortable accepting.  Thank you!

· There is no cost to apply!  Click here to apply today!
· Your application will NOT affect your current login date with China’s adoption program
· You can expect a shorter wait time, which will depend on your preference for age, medical needs and gender. 

Again, thank you for supporting our efforts on behalf of these children. 

Sincerely, 
The Waiting Child Team
Great Wall China Adoption

Introducing the Institute for Children of All Nations (ICAN)

New Virtual Institute Will Advocate for Waiting Children Worldwide Through Research, Education and Support

Great Wall China Adoption and Children of All Nations have officially launched the Institute for Children of All Nations (ICAN), connecting adoption and special needs related resources, education, services and research to waiting children around the world.  ICAN strongly believes that children with special needs are the most vulnerable, and the mission is to advocate for and find homes for these waiting children.

Among the 8,000 adoptions we have facilitated to date, over 600 of these have been waiting children.  ICAN also works in collaboration with the Child and Family Center for Innovative Research, University of Houston. 

ICAN was developed to find homes for thousands of waiting children worldwide and to put them in touch with the best possible resources available for their growth, development and wellbeing.  ICAN is a place families can go to access an exclusive database of local adoption and special needs related resources, medical and developmental experts, educational tools and support and a community of advocacy.  ICAN supports families that are considering adoption as well as those families who have already adopted. 

Please visit www.icanwaitingchild.org to start connecting with ICAN’s team of renowned experts and exclusive resources.  As the institute continues to grow and expand upon its mission, additional, comprehensive services and tools will be made available.

Join ICAN today and you will have access to the following benefits:

· List of comprehensive medical screening services by expert providers at a rate that only ICAN can offer. 

· Searchable zip code database to access local adoption and special needs resources and specialists in your area. 

· Share with us the issues YOU want advocated for. 

· Donate to ICAN to help support advocacy efforts, medical and behavioral research and help fund educational and growth programs that serve our waiting children.  

Every child deserves a home.  It is ICAN’s mission to be the leader in placing and advocating for waiting children worldwide as a means of providing them with a brighter future.  

STEPHANIE’S CORNER

In the last three years, we have watched the Waiting Child Program grow in popularity as families realize they have the ability to care for children with special needs.  During this time, Great Wall has helped over 500 children find their forever families through the program!  This year alone, we have matched more than 160 children with their families, and we are so excited these little ones are one step closer to coming home.  

Still, there are nearly 2,000 more children waiting on the shared agency list.  These children are ready and waiting for their forever families to find them.  We are continually reaching out to families on their behalf and looking for more ways to advocate for these children.  

While most people think “girls” when they think of Chinese adoption, most of the Waiting Children are boys (nearly 1,400).  Over 1,500 of these children are over the age of 3 years old.  Due to our success this year, we have matched many of our waiting families who were open to boys and/or older children.  We are now in great need of families who would be open to considering these precious little ones! 

When you are reviewing the Waiting Child application and the list we maintain online, please keep an open heart and an open mind.  There are so many children just waiting, and maybe one of them is meant for your family.  

MEDICAL RESOURCES

Providing the best possible medical treatment is a top priority for any parent of a special needs child. Understanding the options for the care of various conditions can be an overwhelming task. The financial aspects of treatment are daunting as well, particularly if insurance will not cover part or all of the cost. 

An excellent resource to keep in mind is the Shriners Hospitals for Children. These facilities specialize in the treatment of an array of orthopedic conditions, burn care, cleft lip and palate, and spinal cord injuries. There are more than twenty Shriners Hospitals located throughout the United States, each specializing in one or more category of treatment. Any care provided by the Shriners Hospitals is provided at no cost to the families. 

Families must apply for services, and the forms can be obtained at their website. Children up to the age of 18 can receive medical treatment, and acceptance is based solely on the child’s medical need. We encourage our Great Wall and CAN families to investigate this remarkable charity further, and talk to their physicians about referring them for care.  

FAMILY PLANNING AND PREPARATION
Understanding Child Development: Adaptive Behavior

Internationally adopted children face the task of transforming their orphanage survival skills into functional family and school relationships. The children have to learn new patterns of behavior and new ways of interacting socially with both adults and peers. Remember that the children are being totally uprooted from an environment in which they have learned how to function and have been transplanted into one that is totally strange and in many ways bizarre. They need to learn how to function in this new environment, on in which the rules are totally different. Appropriate behavior needs to be learned in the context of this new environment. In internationally adopted post-institutionalized children, adjustment to a new life often revolves around the issue of self-regulation of behavior and emotions. The children’s early experiences often included rigid routines combined with a lack of control over their environment. Multiple changing caregivers can add to the significant sense of instability and helplessness.

It has been noted that language delays are very common in internationally adopted children. Language forms the basis for other cognitive functions besides speech, such as memory, abstract reasoning and goal-oriented behavior. Children who have not experienced verbal communication do not develop an understanding of cause and effect behavior and may seem like they are tuning adults out, are defiant, or have attention deficit disorder. Lack of early stimulation impedes a child’s capacity to learn the meaning of non-verbal communication as well, which translates into poor or inappropriate social skills later on. A child who did not have the benefit of a caretaker who frequently mirrored the infant’s own expressions or was not shown the natural expressions of the caretaker over the course of infancy may not be able to read the facial expressions and body gestures of others. This may lead to inappropriate interpersonal responses and social skills. Many of the children have difficulty understanding and reading nonverbal cues as well. Hostility, aggression, distractibility, hyperactivity and poor attention span often have their roots in the child’s frustration, uncertainty, and the inability to communicate. When identified early, it is possible to intervene to help the children develop appropriate language skills, which will improve behavior. 

--From Risk and Promise: a handbook for parents adopting a child from overseas by Chasnoff, Schwartz, Pratt, and Neuberger

ANGEL STORIES
Journey to Sienna Grace

In May, 2009 we were logged in for our second China adoption. This time in Great Wall’s “Waiting Child Program.” We did our dossier with the hopes of adopting a specific child in Hunan. However, this was not meant to be our story. Instead we adopted her best friend!! If you want to read the details of their amazing story, you can do that at our “My Adoption Website” under the “Journey to Sienna” tab.

Our daughter was on the August, 2009 shared list. Her file was never locked. I found out later many families had reviewed her file, and several moms in the adoption community were advocating for her.  Sienna Grace has Alpha Thalassemia. Her specific blood dis-order is called Hemoglobin H Disease. In China Sienna was receiving quarterly transfusions. This was our biggest roadblock in considering her for our family.  In our minds there were too many unknowns associated with the risk of tainted blood.

It’s a very long story, but we requested to review the file, of the “Stunning girl with Thalassemia” in early October. At that time we really didn’t know anything about the disease.  It was not even on our radar screen for SN’s we would consider. I reached out to Great Wall for help. They connected me immediately with another GW Mom who has a daughter with this disease. She was so honest and helpful. She gave me the information I needed to reach out to a Pediatric Hematologist in our area. I also quickly joined an Adoption Mom’s Yahoo Group for this disease. October 12th, we asked Stephanie to lock the file of our new daughter!

While we waited to travel, we were fortunate to get updates on our child. At that time we learned her spleen was enlarged, and her teeth were really in bad shape. Both hard to hear, but truly a relief to know before arriving in China. Our trip was hard. Adopting a child that is four years old, that has been in a loving foster home her entire life was truly difficult.  But, we all got through it…As we slowly began to bond in China, we were set back by the dreaded medical exam. 7 vaccinations wreaked havoc on our little girl.  Thankfully, with the help of our guide and the American Consulate we came home early.

Five months later, Sienna has found her way at home with her two sisters! She is a brave, special, and amazing little girl. She will tell you she is happy! Her smile and laughter light up our home. Slowly the layers are peeling away to reveal just how incredible she is. She is a survivor. She has undergone major Dental Surgery since coming home, and only one transfusion! She is thriving. Her understanding of the English language and her ability to communicate continues to impress us all!

Our story is about trusting that when we came to a dead end in our journey, there was another open door waiting for us. It is a story about being willing to get outside our comfort zone. It is about a story of an amazing little girl that has changed the way we love! Our hearts are bigger, and we are so thankful for our little Spicy Girl!

Blessings,

Diana Rouse

Blog:  www.1diamond1ruby1pearl.blogspot.com

ANGELS IN WAITING

Angels in Waiting
 

These angels are currently waiting for their forever families. To inquire about any of these kiddos, please visit our Waiting Child List.

Zayna

Zayna was born May, 2001.  She loves to sing songs and tell simple stories. She also knows basic English words. She can do simple handiwork and loves to help others. She was born with multiple nevi on her body, most of which have been removed.

Eldora

Eldora was born November, 2001. She is extroverted, active, has a ready smile, and is quick in reaction and energetic. She is in grade two in elementary school this year, had made great progress until spring festival and won teachers’ praise. She has strong adaptability, can get used to strange environments very soon and get along very well with other children in school. Her favorite activity: go outside to play with foster mother.  She had rickets, which caused her to be shorter than average and her fontanel to not close.  

Bella

Bella was born January, 2008. At the age of 14 months she can walk alone. At the age of 15 months she can go upstairs and downstairs without help. She is extroverted, restless, and has a ready smile. She likes to play with kids, listen to music, and watch cartoons. She is energetic and likes outdoor activities like to play hide-and-seek. Her favorite toys: blocks and toys making sound. She was born with a large hemangioma on the right side of her face, which has been removed. She will still need more plastic surgery.

Josiah

Josiah was born June, 2006. He is currently living in a sponsored foster home near Beijing and is doing well there. He has adapted to his special needs and is able to amazing things with his legs and feet. He has a happy, upbeat personality and is well loved by his friends and caretakers.  Josiah has arthrogyposis, which limits the use of his arms. 

Leon

Leon was born February, 2007. He is able to walk with a walker and crawls very fast. He goes to school and learns very well. He is well adjusted, but is now noticing the limitations of his special need. He is a brave and outgoing boy who is happy and confident.  He was born without the lower portion of his left leg and also has cryptorchidism.

Murphy

Murphy was born January, 2007. He was abandoned when he was two years old and had a difficult transition. He knows simple children songs and knows some simple dancing moves. He is curious about new things. He likes to play with other kids. He is sweet and compliant. He is in school and is learning, but his responses can be somewhat slower than other children. He is a solid boy who is very strong.  He has a VSD and mild hydrocephalus. 

 

ADOPTION NEWS AND INFORMATION

Dear Families, 

The following information applies to all families currently approved through USCIS under the I-600A. On April 1, 2010, USCIS began the first phase to centralize the processing of all newly filed I-600A/I-600 cases in the US. Newly submitted I-600A/I-600 forms are now filed through a central division of USCIS known as the National Benefits Center (NBC). 

On July 1, 2010, USCIS began the second and final phase of centralization process for I-600A/I-600 cases.  This phase will include centralized processing of all grandfathered and extension cases. All current and valid I-600A/I-600 cases on file through local USCIS Field Offices are in the process of being transferred to the National Benefits Center. Therefore, if you are preparing to file an extension of your I-600A, effective July 1, 2010, you will no longer file through your local USCIS office, under this centralization process, you will now file through the National Benefits Center. 

If you have a valid I-600A approval, you will receive a letter from your local USCIS office explaining this change.  The NBC will now process all international adoption cases, both I-800A/I-800 and I-600A/I-600, for USCIS filed within the United States.

If your initial I-600A application was filed before April 1, 2008, you are eligible for 3 extensions of your I-600A approval. The following outlines the sequence for filing extensions of the form I-600A:  

1.) Initial I600A- PAY fee

2.) I600A extension- NO fee

3.) “Grandfathered” I600A-  PAY fee

4.) “Grandfathered” extension- NO fee

In order to qualify for these extensions, please be sure that each extension request is filed before the expiration of the previous approval. If not, a new filing with the form I-800A and supporting documents will be required.  

For additional information on the USCIS centralization process, please check out the USCIS website at the following link: http://www.uscis.gov/USCIS/Outreach/Notes%20from%20Previous%20Engagements/Orphan%20processing%20at%20NBC%20open%20house%2006282010.ppt
Sincerely, 

Beth Breedlove Reeves

Client Service & Relations Director
Great Wall China Adoption/Children of All Nations

UPCOMING WAITING CHILD WEBINARS

August 10, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 
August 17, 2010 at 7pm Central Time
CHARITY MISSIONS 

The Institute for Children of All Nations (ICAN) has begun a charity mission for the orphanage we work with in China, called the YC orphanage. This project is the YC Library of Love. ICAN believes that children who learn to read will excel far beyond those that are illiterate. Through our experience, we have seen that some orphanages are not able to supply sufficient reading materials for children. Our goal is to donate these supplies, through the YC Library of Love charity mission. We will provide sufficient materials for literacy to the entire whole of children in YC. Though this will most certainly benefit those who are in orphanages, it will also benefit every child who is given access to the library.

In recent endeavors, we are proud to announce that the YC Library of Love space has been entirely renovated for the children (Click here to view photos). With the hard work of our staff and your generous donations, we have been able to build a place for orphans of YC to learn and read. 

However, although this library is completed, we still need your help to add more books, computers and additional resources. If you feel called to help us on this continued mission, please donate to the YC Library of Love, by clicking here to visit our donation page.
WAITING CHILD BLOGS

http://sammonsfamily7.blogspot.com
www.3sweetpeas.blogspot.com
www.tosusanna.blogspot.com
www.springbabies.blogspot.com
www.sunnyinchina.blogspot.com
www.simply-family.blogspot.com
http://windingvines.blogspot.com
www.rusongfilms.com/Allison.html
www.findingzoegrace.blogspot.com
www.ourpreciousheart.blogspot.com
www.orlifeisyourstomiss.blogspot.com
http://raisinpunks.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/pancoast
www.thesmithfamilyrocksblog.blogspot.com
www.bloggingforbabyshayla.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/bringinghomegraysen
http://anagnostakis.blogspot.com
http://axisofbeebles.blogspot.com
http://twototsandateen.blogspot.com
http://johnpamelablock.blogspot.com
http://journeytowilliam.blogspot.com
http://ourjourneytohannahclaire.blogspot.com
http://simply-family.blogspot.com/2009/03/i-felt-her-calling-me-from-china.html
GREAT WALL ONLINE STORE

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD YAHOO GROUP

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD APPLICATION 

CONTACT US – 
Content remains the same

