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Dear Friends and Family, 

It is our agency’s mission to find loving homes for as many orphaned Chinese children as possible.  One of the ways that we are able to do this is to increase awareness of the children with special needs that are available for international adoption.

Great Wall is aware that some of our families have found their child through another agency’s Waiting Child list, and have asked that their dossier be transferred from Great Wall to the other agency. We are fully committed to helping create families through international adoption and will assist you in transferring your dossier and submitting your required transfer documents.

To cover our service costs, Great Wall will deduct $500 from family’s refund for closing and transferring your dossier or family has to pay $500 if there is no refund due to the family. We will handle:

• Producing the CCAA required documents to recommend the file transfer;

• Translating the related documents into Chinese for the CCAA;

• Mailing the related documents;

• Closing the family’s GW file and processing refund.

Great Wall stands by to assist you with any future adoption needs. For more information, please contact our accounting department at 512-323-9595.

Please remember, Waiting Child applications are valid for 6 months. If your application was submitted more than 6 months ago, we now ask that you please fill out a new application.  Applications older than 6 months will no longer be considered.  This will help us assess your continued interest in the program as well as keep us up to date on the needs your family feels comfortable accepting.  Thank you!

· There is no cost to apply!  Click here to apply today!
· Your application will NOT affect your current login date with China’s adoption program
· You can expect a shorter wait time, which will depend on your preference for age, medical needs and gender. 

Again, thank you for supporting our efforts on behalf of these children. 

Sincerely, 
The Waiting Child Team
Great Wall China Adoption
STEPHANIE’S CORNER

When families start considering the Waiting Child program, the first thing we tell them is to do as much research as you can.  Many families start by researching medical conditions online and then speaking with a pediatrician or medical professional to learn more about the long-term ramifications of the special needs both medically and socially.  It’s important to speak to your school system, your social worker, and the rest of your family as well.  While you are researching to determine which needs you are able to care for, sometimes the greatest resource can be families who have already come home with their children.  

Speak with as many people as possible to learn what it is like to care for children with needs on a regular basis.  There are many Yahoo! Groups geared towards special needs adoptions from China as well as those specific to certain special needs.  These groups are usually open forums where families can ask any question comfortably and receive feedback from families who have experience.  

We also have many families on our Waiting Child Reference List who have already experienced the adoption of a Waiting Child through Great Wall who are ready and willing to help other families as the research their abilities.  These families are open to being contacted about their adoption experience as well as their child’s needs, treatment and prognosis.  

We recommend reaching out and researching as much as possible so you can be ready when your perfect little one comes home. 
MEDICAL RESOURCES

NEW Hague Online Courses Available!!!

Prospective adoptive parents currently in an international adoption process through a Hague Convention country must complete 10 total hours of parent education. Great Wall’s Online Hague Parent Education Courses provide an easy and comprehensive training program on all required topics and meet the guidelines of the Hague Adoption Convention. 

 

To better serve our families, we have added two new courses to our online course catalog:  "The Waiting Child" and "Adopting the Older Child."  

 

The Waiting Child
The purpose this online course is to provide prospective adoptive parents with information on and preparation for adopting a child through a Waiting Child (or Special Needs) program. This course will provide information on the general characteristics and needs of children awaiting adoption, medical descriptions of the needs and resources and information to consider when adoption a Waiting Child. This course provides families with 2 hours of Hague Parent Education Training. Upon review of this course, families will complete a brief Q and A in order to receive a course completion certificate.

 

Adopting the Older Child
The objective of this course is to provide families with information and resources to consider when adopting an older child. The intent is to provide the opportunity for families to explore this as an option and prepare for the challenges and differences. This course provides 1.5 hours of adoption training. Upon review of this course, families will complete a brief Q and A in order to receive a course completion certificate.

 

Visit www.adoptionmomentsonline.org for more information on these and other available courses.  

FAMILY PLANNING AND PREPARATION
This month, for the family preparation, we wanted to share with you a recent article that highlights China Adoption. 

China adoption is a very hot topic these days, and the media have turned to Great Wall China Adoption to learn about the trends that are impacting families who want to adopt.  More and more, these families are looking to China’s Waiting Child Program as the means to welcome home the child they long for.  Snow Wu, President/CEO of Great Wall China Adoption sat with David Crary of the Associate Press to shed some light on this program.  To learn more about Waiting Children and the climate of China adoption, please read this article.

ANGEL STORIES
Submitted by the Jennings Family:

Accepting a waiting child is a total leap of faith.   There are two things that I have learned.  For one, there is no such thing as a minor special need, at least in my opinion.  The second and probably most important thing I have learned through my journey of being a mom to a child with special needs is to be prepared for the worst case scenario.  I was always told that the diagnosis could be better or worse.  In my case, it was a lot worse than the paperwork said. Her diagnosis on paper was complete endocardial cushion defect (or Atrioventricular septal defect) which is a moderate heart defect.  I had pediatricians and a cardiologist review her paperwork who felt that it would be corrected with a surgery that had a 99% success rate.  When I saw her for the first time on June 7, 2009, I was blown away by how blue and little she was.  I had a weird feeling that there was more happening than just ASVD.   When we got home we found out that not only did she have ASVD but she also had Tetrology of Fallot.  She had open heart surgery two months later.  Right after they put her on bypass and cracked her open, the cardiologist came out looking very concerned.   She said they had to do a totally different surgery to fix her heart and it would require not one, but two open heart surgeries.   I hated thinking that my sweet girl was going to have to endure another surgery.  That thought was pushed away when I first saw my girl 30 minutes after the surgery.  She was pink!  I have never been a fan of the color pink but now it’s my favorite color.  We were able to go home after spending 3 days in PICU and 6 days in intermediate care.  She bounced back quickly after the surgery.  

I thought that my daughter’s main medical issues would only be related to her heart but what I didn’t realize is that she is also susceptible to other things.  She now sees a pulmonologist because her oxygen saturation levels need to be between 75 and 85 and they kept dropping.  She goes to physical, occupational and speech therapies once a week to help her catch up.  She was delayed not only because she was in an orphanage but also because she lacked enough oxygen in the first twenty months of her life.  Minor things such as colds require a trip to the pediatrician to make sure it isn’t causing strain in her heart or lungs.  We see our pediatrician at least three times a month.  She recently got tubes put in her ears because she was always getting ear infections.  It was also discovered that some of her organs are flip flopped, which I have learned happens in many heart children, and she is going to have to have more testing done to make sure her stomach isn’t flipped a certain way and if it is then most likely there will be a procedure done to fix it.  And recently we learned that she has a genetic anomaly that has to be further investigated because it could cause problems for her down the road.  I am incredibly lucky and blessed that I have great insurance but I’ll tell you the time you spend going to the doctors’ appointments and therapies as well co-payments is significant.  This past month I, (with the help of my parents, I am a single mom), have spent over 14 hours at doctors’ and therapists’ offices.  I am thankful that I have the support of my family and friends (especially my parents who take her to therapy for two hours once a week), the time and flexibility in my job, great insurance and the financial means for the unexpected medical expenses.  

Please don’t misunderstand my message.  I am thankful for the waiting child program.  It is the means by which I was united with my beautiful daughter.  She has enriched my life and has made me a better person.  I think that the Waiting Child program is a great way to create a family.  My message is that if you are considering the waiting child program be prepared for the unexpected and make sure you have the time, financial and emotional support that is necessary.  Go into the process with your eyes open.  It is a leap of faith that will have its peaks and valleys.  But you know, that’s all part of being a parent.


ANGELS IN WAITING

Katrina was born January, 2008 and has albinism. She gets along well with others, but she will sometimes fight to take other children's toys. She likes to be cuddled and teased by her caretakers. While she is able to speak, she is not clear.  She has a healthy appetite and is excited when her caretakers give her snacks, especially biscuits fruits. 

 

Harley was born November, 2008 and is post operative for glaucoma. He has good rehabilitation of his eyes. He has a sense of light in both eyes and is able to follow light visually. At one year of age, he could crawl and stand. He is introverted and likes musical toys. He does not like being with strangers, but he is very close to his acquaintances and caretakers. 

 

Frances was born June, 2008. While he is on track for his physical development, he shows other developmental delays. He is restless and lovely. He will smile to welcome guests, and you cannot resist cuddling with him for a while when you are near him. He likes to sing, following the rhythm and likes to play with the other kids.  He is a lovely and generous little boy and will share his own toys with others.  

 

Layla was born May, 2005 and is deaf. She learns quickly, mastering the knowledge taught by the teacher after just one or two lessons. She can use the gestures to express her needs. The people in the community like her very much because she has a ready smile. 

ADOPTION NEWS AND INFORMATION

Dear Families, 

The U.S. Office of Citizenship and Immigration Services or USCIS recently issued a notice that all initial I-600A forms will now be filed and processed through a central office. To view this notice, please click on the following link: USCIS NOTICE
Families filing their I-600A for the first time, will now submit their form through the USCIS Dallas Lockbox facility. The Lockbox will forward the case to the Orphan Unit at USCIS’ National Benefit Center (NBC). 

It is important to note here that this process only applies to families filing their I-600A for the very first time. If you have an approved I-600A and are filing for an extension of your I-600A or if you are filing an update to your I-600A you will continue to file these forms with your local USCIS office as per the instructions below: 

Local USCIS field offices in the United States will continue to accept requests for extensions and change of circumstances for approved Form I-600A applications in accordance with the current filing instructions.  Overseas U.S. citizens may continue to file Form I-600 at a U.S. Embassy, consulate or USCIS office abroad that has jurisdiction to accept the petition. 

The instructions to the I-600A form also verify this information. Please view the following link for more information on the I-600A: http://www.uscis.gov/i-600a
Please also note that if you have filed with USCIS under the I-800A, all forms, both initial, updates or extensions; are processed through the National Benefits Center. 

I hope this information will be helpful to you!

Sincerely, 

Beth Breedlove Reeves

Client Service and Relations Director

Great Wall China Adoption/Children of All Nations

UPCOMING WATING CHILD WEBINARS

April 6th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time
April 20th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time
May 11th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time
May 25th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time
CHARITY MISSIONS 

We at Great Wall are so excited as we prepare to host four Waiting Child Camps in China this year.  These camps allow our staff the opportunity to personally meet children who are hoping to find their forever families, as well as to evaluate their needs to better match the children with our families!

 

With your help, we can sponsor more children to attend these camps, giving more children a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity!  We ask you to consider a tax-deductible donation to China's Waiting Children today. Every dollar brings an orphaned Chinese child closer to finding his or her forever family.
 
To make a difference today, donate here. Please note that your donation is intended for our Waiting Child Camps in the "in honor of" field.
 
Last year, Great Wall's rodeo themed camp allowed children to travel to Beijing to have fun, meet other kids and learn about adoption and life in America. Through this camp, we were able to directly place over half of these children with loving adoptive families. Learn more about our past Hope Trip Camp here.       
 
As we shared earlier this week, the CCAA has officially removed all children from agency specific lists. Waiting Children will now be added to the shared list only. However, all children who attend Great Wall camps will be available for adoption by Great Wall families exclusively! We are excited for the opportunity to meet these children so that we can successfully unite more happy families through Waiting Child adoption.

WAITING CHILD BLOGS

www.tosusanna.blogspot.com
www.springbabies.blogspot.com
www.sunnyinchina.blogspot.com
www.simply-family.blogspot.com
www.rusongfilms.com/Allison.html
www.findingzoegrace.blogspot.com
www.ourpreciousheart.blogspot.com
www.orlifeisyourstomiss.blogspot.com
http://raisinpunks.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/pancoast
www.thesmithfamilyrocksblog.blogspot.com
www.bloggingforbabyshayla.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/bringinghomegraysen
http://anagnostakis.blogspot.com
http://axisofbeebles.blogspot.com
http://twototsandateen.blogspot.com
http://johnpamelablock.blogspot.com
http://journeytowilliam.blogspot.com
http://ourjourneytohannahclaire.blogspot.com
http://simply-family.blogspot.com/2009/03/i-felt-her-calling-me-from-china.html
GREAT WALL ONLINE STORE

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD YAHOO GROUP

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD APPLICATION 

CONTACT US – 
Content remains the same

