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Dear Friends and Family, 

It is our agency’s mission to find loving homes for as many orphaned Chinese children as possible.  One of the ways that we are able to do this is to increase awareness of the children with special needs that are available for international adoption.

Getting started is easy!  Now, you can submit a Waiting Child Application for FREE!!  Visit our agency list to see if there is a child waiting for you.

· There is no cost to apply!  Click here to apply today!
· Your application will NOT affect your current login date with China’s adoption program
· You can expect a shorter wait time, which will depend on your preference for age, medical needs and gender. 

Waiting Child applications are valid for 6 months. If your application was submitted more than 6 months ago, we now ask that you please fill out a new application.  Applications older than 6 months will no longer be considered.  This will help us assess your continued interest in the program as well as keep us up to date on the needs your family feels comfortable accepting.  Thank you!

Keep in mind that we recently launched our “Every Child” fund in hopes of finding families for some of our children. This is a donation based fund set up for monies to be applied towards the adoption expenses of certain Waiting Children. To view the children sponsored through this program please click on the following link:
Every Child Fund
Again, thank you for supporting our efforts on behalf of these children. 

Sincerely, 
The Waiting Child Team
Great Wall China Adoption
STEPHANIE’S CORNER

For some time, the biggest topic throughout the Chinese adoption community has been the wait times.  As the interest in the Waiting Child program has grown, the wait time discussion has also become a topic for families who are hoping to bring home a child with special needs.  I am continually asked if there is anyway to give an estimation of how long it will take to be matched with a child.  The answer to this question is almost as difficult as predicting the regular referral process. 

The matching process within the Waiting Child program depends completely on the needs your family is open to and the needs of the children who are currently waiting for their families on the list.  The more open you are in terms of age, gender and special needs, the easier it will be us to find your child.  

There are many families who have turned to the Waiting Child program hoping to be matched with a little girl, as young as possible, who has minor, correctable special needs.  These little girls do not come on the list very often, and when they do, there are a lot of families who are hoping to bring them into their home within Great Wall as well as all of the other agencies who participate in the Waiting Child program. Some families who have applied for the Waiting Child program based on these parameters may be matched with their child, and some families may receive their child through the regular referral program.  

If your family is open to a boy, then the wait to be matched with your child may be less.  There are a disproportionate number of boys to girls on the list at any given time.  The boys will have the same range of needs the girls may have, however there are not many families who are open to considering a boy. 

If your family is open to a child who is over the age of 5, then the wait to be matched with your child may be less.  Two-thirds of the children currently waiting to find their families on the Waiting Child list are over the age of 5 years old.  It is important to note as well that if a child’s special need is able to be surgically corrected; most often the child will have had some level of correction completed by the time they reach the age of 4-5 years old.  For example, if they have cleft lip and palate, their lip will most likely have been corrected, and it is possible they may have had surgery on their palate as well.  In younger children, it is more likely they have not had any correction.  

If your family is very open in terms of needs you are comfortable with, then the wait to be matched may be less.  When filling out the Waiting Child application, I always recommend families look into each special need listed, and not just mark the ones you are familiar with.  Not every family has the resources to provide for every special need, and always want you to be sure you are comfortable with what you have listed on your application.  However, nearly every special need can be minor or severe, and there are some needs you may not even realize you have the capability to handle.

All that being said, I’m sure the question still remains, “How long?”  My answer is nearly always, “As long as it takes for your child to show up on the list.”  This is the part that is impossible for me to predict.  There have been families who were called about their child within hours of submitting their applications, and others who had waited so long they were on the brink of giving up.  Ultimately, the timing depends solely on when your child is added to the list.
MEDICAL RESOURCES

FAMILY PLANNING AND PREPARATION

Preparing a Preschooler for adopting a sibling

 

The following is a good quick list to review when preparing a child for a sibling. This information is summarized from Adoption Parenting: Creating a Toolbox, building Connections - Edited by Jean McLeod and Sheena Macrae, PhD. 

 

1. Be honest and specific about what might change with a new baby/child in the house. It is important to prepare your child that your attention will shift and your time will be shared when the new child arrives. It is important to remember that most children at this age will gauge love by time spent with them. 

2. Talk about what all babies need and deserve - food, sleep, dry diapers, lots of love and attention. Let you child know that's how they were taken care of and that's how the new baby will be cared for as well. 

3. Prepare your child for the attention others will give to the new sibling. Let them know that this is a normal reaction of people to new babies/children and that's how they reacted to him/her as well. Praise them for handling the attention like a "big kid.”

4. Talk about the positive changes that will occur from being a Big Sister or Big Brother. Talk about the special things you will do just with them as a "big kid" and how he or she will be able to teach their new sister or brother all the important skills they know. Encourage your child to choose some of his or her "younger" toys for the baby and together choose the safe storage for treasures your older child doesn't want to share. 

5. Expect regression and go with it. Let him or her pretend babyhood, rock them and hold them in your lap on a regular basis. 

6. If your child likes dolls encourage play and show them the care babies will need and how to hold a baby. Reinforce and reward careful handling. 

7. Give your child 2 special jobs to do that are all his or hers. One that helps you out and one that he or she designs to make the baby happy. 

8. Expect to do attachment work on your preschooler for a period of time in addition to meeting the new baby's needs. 

9. Use a sling or hands free carrier so you can physically interact with your preschooler. 

10. Tell your child that he or she will always be your baby. 

ANGEL STORIES
Story Submitted by Susan Cole

Years ago, I was a Chinese linguist in the Army.  At that time I was lucky, my instructors were such a wonderful group of ladies.  They shared so much with me about Chinese culture and history.  The class was even invited to their homes for special occasions. 
 
I had always known that children were in my future.  And it didn't take me long to realize I wanted to adopt.  But I had no real plans until these incredible ladies started to share with me the plight of girls in China through experiences they had gone through.  At that point, I knew I wanted to adopt a Chinese daughter.

Shortly thereafter, I found myself unexpectedly pregnant and had a wonderful son.  A few years passed and my adoption dream kept hounding me.  My mother felt I was crazy for considering it... I was already a single mother of one child.  But I just couldn't let it go.  I chased a few boyfriends away... but started the adoption journey.
 
I met a wonderful man.  A man who had adopted a son.  His son was grown already.  We saw something in each other.   As a friend, he totally supported my decision to adopt.  Soon, he became more than a friend.  And although still technically single, I wasn't alone in this anymore.
 
We'd originally aimed to adopt a healthy child.  But through a series of tough life lessons, learned that my son was a "special needs" child.  We discussed what we were able to handle with him and in Oct 2008, we decided we could definitely handle another special needs child.
 
On my boyfriend's birthday, Dec 10, 2008, we found Grace (then Guang Yue Fang).  At that point, she was only diagnosed with arthrogryposis (or "clubbed feet and hands").  I saw her picture and knew.  I was diagnosed with juvenile rheumatoid arthritis as a child and have suffered with it my whole life.  I knew that I could relate to her and help her.
 
It seemed to take forever.  About a month before we were to travel, the orphanage reported that they discovered Grace also had spina bifida.  At that point, we did a lot more talking, a lot more praying.  I felt so strongly that this was the child we were destined to have... in May, 2009 I traveled to China to adopt Grace.

I was worried when I realized Grace was from Guangzhou... so there was a chance she wouldn't understand my Mandarin and I knew no Cantonese.  I worried for nothing.  They walked her out to me and she understood me from the first.  To say there were no bonding or attachment issues is putting it mildly.  I instantly fell in love with this amazing, independent, stubborn, intelligent little girl and she was equally fascinated with this hugely tall, American woman.  
 
We had a couple of rough spots; once she felt I might not want her since she was disabled and I was too emotional to explain myself.  Our guide explained to her about my arthritis and that seemed to relieve her.  I showed her pictures of her Daddy and big brother and Nanny every night.
 
When we arrived at the airport in Baltimore, after the LONG flight home... I wasn't sure how she'd take to the rest of the family.  But again, I worried for nothing.  She fell in love with her daddy and he with her.  They have a love affair that warms my heart and brings smiles to my face.  
 
She and her brother have the typical love-hate sibling relationship.  There are times when they are so loving and kind towards each other.  And times when they squabble and tattle.  I believe they will be great friends as they grow up.
 
We live close to Baltimore, so Grace went to Johns Hopkins.  We discovered she has spina bifida occulta, the mildest form of spina bifida.  And the specialists believe that a few surgeries from now, Grace will walk fairly normal (right now she walks on the outsides of her feet, not the bottoms).  
 
Grace has undergone her first surgery - to untether her spinal cord.  It was hard but I also think it brought us closer as family.  She learned that we wouldn't leave her and she could depend on us even when things were hard.   I believe she's starting to accept that we'll always be there for her. 

ANGELS IN WAITING
There are currently more than 95 children who are blind or significantly vision impaired waiting for forever families through the Waiting Child program on both our individual and shared agency lists.  As young as 9 months old, these children are quite sensitive and have a profound capacity to love.  While these waiting angels can’t see, they can certainly feel and make their love known.  If you are open to welcoming a visually impaired child into your family, please consider these waiting children on Great Wall’s individual list. 

· Tessa is 3 years old and is very close to her caretakers. She cannot see but is able to navigate her familiar environment. She loves to learn new things and is happy when she receives praise. She is able to walk on her own when someone is calling her. Her nanny hopes she can find a family who can teach her to be independent.  She was a participant in our Hope Camp in April.  

· Nathaniel is 4 years old.  As an infant, whenever someone approaching him and touching him, he would touch the person with his hands to distinguish if it was a familiar person. He has a sensitive tactile sensation. At the age of 1 year he could stand alone. At that time he was good at distinguish sounds. When hearing the voices of persons who were close to him, he would be happy. If hearing voices of unfamiliar persons he would cry for a moment. At the age of 14 months he liked listening to music. When hearing the music he liked, he would listen to it attentively. If you turn off the music in the middle of the song, he would cry sadly. The orphanage report states that although he lives in a dark world, he lives a happy life with the warmth given to him by many kind-hearted people. Now he likes playing toys alone, listen to music quietly. When the music plays his fingers will tap the table following the rhythm of the music. He can stand alone; walk for a long time with support the caretaker. He has outgoing personality, sometimes is impatient, occasionally he is obstinate. He likes to play with people close to him and listen to music. 

· Jolie is 8.5 years old and has a singing voice to melt your heart. She is very independent and is able to navigate her world on her own when she is familiar. She is very smart and can learn a song after hearing it only twice. She would love to have a family with lots of brothers and sisters.  She also has a corrected heart condition and was a participant in our Hope Camp in April. Jolie is sponsored by Great Wall’s Every Child Fund. Her adoptive family will be given $1,000 towards the cost of her adoption. 

· Lena is 6.5 years old.  Her cognitive ability is excellent. She can count numbers more than 100, and she could identify every day objects and say their names such as fruit, toys, trees and flowers and daily necessities by touching them. Her fine motor skills are affected by her blindness, but her teachers are working with her on this. Her memory is excellent and she loves to sing. 

· Micah is 12 years old and came to live at the institute in 2003. Since the 5 years entering the institute he has developed good self-service ability and is able to feed himself, put on his clothes and wash his face independently. He started a school for the blind in 2006 and is learning Braille. He is shy about trying new things but the institute hopes to help him explore and develop. He loves playing with the other children and has adapted well to his environment. 

If you would like more information about these children or about the Waiting Child Program, please email wcinfo@gwca.org.

To access our agency’s full individual list, please complete a Waiting Child application (http://www.gwca.org/node/254). Remember, there is no cost to apply.  Your application will be valid for 6 months. If your application was submitted more than 6 months ago, we now ask that you please fill out a new application.  Applications older than 6 months will no longer be considered.  This will help us assess your continued interest in the program as well as keep us up to date on the needs your family feels comfortable accepting.  Thank you!



ADOPTION NEWS AND INFORMATION

Dear Great Wall Families, 

  

A new director has been appointed to the China Center of Adoption Affairs. After 8 years as the director of CCAA, Director Lu has been given a new position within the Ministry of Civil Affairs. The Ministry of Civil Affairs has appointed Director Zhang as the new director of CCAA. 

  

Great Wall thanks Director Lu for his work these last 8 years and welcomes Director Zhang to his new position. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Great Wall China Adoption 

UPCOMING WATING CHILD WEBINARS

	December 8th, 2009 at 7pm Central Time 


	December 29th, 2009 at 7pm Central Time 



	


CHARITY MISSIONS

Content remains the same
WAITING CHILD BLOGS

www.tosusanna.blogspot.com
www.springbabies.blogspot.com
www.sunnyinchina.blogspot.com
www.simply-family.blogspot.com
www.rusongfilms.com/Allison.html
www.findingzoegrace.blogspot.com
www.ourpreciousheart.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/pancoast
www.thesmithfamilyrocksblog.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/bringinghomegraysen
http://anagnostakis.blogspot.com
http://axisofbeebles.blogspot.com
http://twototsandateen.blogspot.com
http://johnpamelablock.blogspot.com
http://journeytowilliam.blogspot.com
http://ourjourneytohannahclaire.blogspot.com
http://simply-family.blogspot.com/2009/03/i-felt-her-calling-me-from-china.html
GREAT WALL ONLINE STORE

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD YAHOO GROUP

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD APPLICATION 

CONTACT US – 
Content remains the same

