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Welcome 

Dear Friends and Family, 

It is our agency’s mission to find loving homes for as many orphaned Chinese children as possible.  One of the ways that we are able to do this is to increase awareness of the children with special needs that are available for international adoption.

Getting started is easy!  Now, you can submit a Waiting Child Application for FREE!!  Visit our agency list to see if there is a child waiting for you.

· There is no cost to apply!  Click here to apply today!
· Your application will NOT affect your current login date with China’s adoption program
· You can expect a shorter wait time, which will depend on your preference for age, medical needs and gender. 

Waiting Child applications are valid for 6 months. If your application was submitted more than 6 months ago, we now ask that you please fill out a new application.  Applications older than 6 months will no longer be considered.  This will help us assess your continued interest in the program as well as keep us up to date on the needs your family feels comfortable accepting.  Thank you!

Keep in mind that we recently launched our “Every Child” fund in hopes of finding families for some of our children. This is a donation based fund set up for monies to be applied towards the adoption expenses of certain Waiting Children. To view the children sponsored through this program please click on the following link:
Every Child Fund
Again, thank you for supporting our efforts on behalf of these children. 

Sincerely, 
The Waiting Child Team
Great Wall China Adoption
STEPHANIE’S CORNER
When families are first starting to learn about the Waiting Child program, there are several things I always recommend before jumping in head-first.  

It’s important to have a good understanding of how the program works to determine if you are comfortable with the process itself.  The best resource for this information is Allison Stock, our Houston Regional Officer and Waiting Child Advocate.  She holds Waiting Child webinars every other Tuesday evening and covers the entire process from start to finish. 

Once you have a clear understanding of how things work, it’s important to talk to your spouse, children, family and social worker to decide if the program is really right for you.  Your family knows best what you are capable of handling, but it’s important to be sure everyone has the same understanding and is in agreement. 

 I then recommend you start looking at the Waiting Child application and beginning to do research on each of the special needs listed.  Every special need has a best and worst case scenario for prognosis.  Before checking off that you are ok with a need, it is important that you are comfortable with everything that need may entail.  Some families do internet research, but I also highly recommend speaking with a physician to gain a better medical understanding of what a child with that special need may require.  

Beyond speaking with a physician, I highly recommend reaching out to families who have been through the experience of adopting a special needs child.  Adoptive families can tell you what it’s like to care for a child with special needs on a daily basis; what is a concern and what isn’t.  We have a reference list of adoptive families readily available, so don’t hesitate to ask for it! 

This January, we held a Waiting Child seminar for local prospective families.  Our Regional Officer, Melissa Lybrand, worked with the Shriner’s Hospital for Children in Dallas for facilities and educational information for the families.  We discussed the program in general, common special needs, and also had a family panel where families talked about their children and the special needs they have been dealing with.  This was a huge eye-opener for families in attendance.  We feel this event was a huge success and a great resource for families who are looking into the program and considering different special needs.  We hope to have more of these in-person presentations in the future, so watch for details! 

Stephanie

MEDICAL RESOURCES
FAMILY PLANNING AND PREPARATION
ANGEL STORIES
At Great Wall, we are delighted to celebrate the success stories of our families.  Little Levi, who was adopted through China’s Waiting Child Program, experienced a miracle when he took his first steps after undergoing serious surgery and being fitted for a prosthetic limb. 

Witness the miracle for yourself!  Click here to watch Levi take his first steps.  We would also like to invite you to enjoy this story featured in the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital’s “Rite Up.”
A child’s first step is a milestone many parents never forget. For Sandra and Gerald Maxwell, watching their 3-year-old son Levi take his first steps was more than a milestone; it was a miracle.

Levi was born with tibial hemimelia, a condition that causes complete or partial absence of the tibia, the larger of the two bones in the lower leg that connects the knee with the anklebone. As a result, he had no use of his lower left leg.

Although many children take their first steps before their first birthday, at the age of 3 Levi was unable to walk on his own and moved around with the help of his parents or by crawling. His parents feared he would never walk.

The Maxwells had to make a difficult decision, whether to amputate the lower part of Levi’s leg.

“When faced with amputation, we knew that we would do whatever it took to make sure our son would be able to run and play and have a normal life,” Sandra said. “Our concern was that it might in some way limit his abilities, but we knew in our hearts that he would be able to walk, run and play just like the other kids.”

In search of the best care for their child, the Maxwells discovered one of the leading pediatric orthopedic hospitals in the nation, Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children (TSRHC) in Dallas, was not far from home. TSRHC is renowned globally as a leader in the treatment of pediatric orthopedic conditions. The hospital strives to improve the care of children worldwide through exceptional patient care, innovative research and teaching programs, training physicians from around the world.

Feeling a little anxious but full of hope for Levi’s future, the family arrived at TSRHC in March for his surgery. Chief of Staff Dr. Tony Herring performed the amputation, and in no time Levi was ready for his first visit to the hospital’s Prosthetics department.

The Prosthetics department at TSRHC provides prosthetic services and on-site custom fabrication for the largest amputee population in the Southwest. TSRHC’s specially trained prosthetists design custom prostheses to meet the individual needs of each child, as well as build specialized prosthetic devices, allowing patients to participate in activities such as golf, running, gymnastics, drawing and playing musical instruments. The department is a thriving area of patient care, with close to

2,000 patient visits each year.

For the family of a child with a limb difference, the cost of prostheses can be daunting. If billed, the average cost of a below-the-knee artificial limb is between $6,000 and $8,000, and a growing child typically requires a new prosthesis every 15 months. This means that Levi will likely wear 12 prostheses by the time he is 18 years old. Over time, the cost would be significant for any family. Thanks to

the support of friends in the community, TSRHC provides services at no charge to patient families.

Levi’s prosthetist Dwight Putnam created a specialized limb to accommodate his unique anatomy. “The complex curves of Levi’s limb required thinking ‘outside of the box’ when it came to positioning the foot on the prosthesis,” Dwight said. “Using both biomechanics and an artist’s eye, I joined the prosthesis and the foot using a polyurethane foam and then shaped the prosthesis to camouflage the bowing of Levi’s tibia and fibula.”

After a couple of visits to test the prosthesis and make proper adjustments, Levi’s prosthesis was complete. It was time for him to try it on.

He was a little wobbly at first, but with some direction and encouragement from his parents and Dwight, Levi slowly began to put one foot in front of the other. In no time, he was walking for the first time on two feet while his parents watched with tears of joy in their eyes.

“Before this experience, he was very shy and reserved,” Sandra said. “Now he is a totally different child. He seems to be much more inquisitive and wants to explore everything.”

Levi continues physical therapy at TSRHC to master his walking and is doing exceptionally well. According to his parents, now it is hard to keep up with

Levi. He is already climbing up and down stairs, playing on the jungle gym and working on running and riding his tricycle.

“It’s as though it has opened up a door to a whole new world,” Sandra said. “He loves the freedom that his new leg gives him so much that he doesn’t even want to take it off at night to go to bed.” 

The Maxwells are grateful to TSRHC for giving him the chance at a life full of possibilities. “My hope is that this experience will give him the unlimited freedom to do whatever he wants in life,” Gerald said. “With his prosthetic limb, Levi will no longer be limited by his limb difference, and he can just be a normal kid.”


ANGELS IN WAITING
Great Wall is off to a Great Start!

We are extremely excited to share that we have helped 25 waiting children from China find their forever families this year! Of course, we could not have accomplished this without our wonderful families and want to extend our sincerest gratitude. Let’s hope the number of children on their way home continues to grow!

Perhaps your family can help us keep this momentum going!  Please review the information about the precious waiting angels below.  If one touches your heart, please contact our Waiting Child Manager, Stephanie Crouch, at stephanie@gwca.org. To view our entire agency list, you may go to http://www.gwca.org/node/251 and log-in with your family’s individual password. This was emailed to you when y our application was submitted.  If you do not have an application on file, you may submit one at http://www.gwca.org/node/254.

· Brian - This beautiful 6 year old boy is very independent.  He is post-operative for cleft lip and palate and has an orbital deformity. He loves to imitate everything and enjoys listening to music. He loves to sing, talk and laugh all the time. He is an easy-going boy with good reaction. He loves to read books and plays games. He can be a little bit introverted, but he is full of physical energy. 

· Lena - This quiet 6 year old is an introverted girl who is blind.  She is easily contented and has a ready smile. When she smiles happily, she looks lovely. She likes to be close to familiar people, but becomes accustomed easily to a new living environment. Her cognitive ability is excellent. She can count to more than 100, and she can identify every day objects and say their names by touching them. Her fine motor skills are affected by her blindness, but her teachers are working with her on this. Her memory is excellent and she loves to sing. 
· Hank – This clever 7 year old boy was diagnosed with Hydrocephalus and Meningocele. He has had surgery to correct both of his conditions. In the daily life, is sensitive to a good with numbers. Under the training of his foster mother, he can calculate addition and subtraction deftly and correctly. He has a real enthusiasm for studying.  He has limited strength in his legs, as well as incontinence due to his surgeries. 
· Hazel - This adorable 7 year old girl has been diagnosed with Hepatitis B.  She is also noted to have slight developmental delays as well.  She is energetic and loves playing with toys and games. She is close to the caretakers and her roommates.  She loves to help caregiver do work like sweeping, cleaning tables, etc. Her speech ability is slightly delayed, so she expresses her needs in her eyes or actions. She is a generous child and loves to take care of the younger children. 



ADOPTION NEWS AND INFORMATION

Extensions of the I-600A

I recently began a dialogue with USCIS to clarify the instructions for filing extensions of the I-600A. I have been working with more than a dozen USCIS offices for clarification on this subject, but first, let me give you a bit of back-story on how extensions of the I-600A came into place. 

You see, after the U.S. ratified the Hague on April 1, 2008, all families adopting a child from a Hague convention country were required to file the I-800A. USCIS made a caveat to this by saying that if you filed the I-600A to complete an adoption from China prior to April 1, 2008, you could continue under this form and file one free extension. Within the China adoption process, some agencies are Hague accredited and some are not. Great Wall is a Hague accredited agency. For those families whose I-600A approval was about to expire and were not currently with a Hague accredited placing agency, they had no where to go, they could not file the I-800A because their agency didn’t have Hague accreditation. Their only choice would have been to withdraw their dossier and resubmit with a Hague accredited agency – for some families this was not an option because they did not meet China’s new criteria.  Agencies and families alike really pushed for an additional extension of the I-600A so that these families could continue and complete their adoption. 

In October, 2008, USCIS passed a provision allowing families one free extension and one additional extension under the I-600A. At that time, we were informed that families filing a third time would do so under the I-800A. However, in my correspondence with USCIS, I have learned that the following is the correct sequence for filing extensions of the form I-600A (if the initial application was filed before April 1, 2008): 

1.) I600A- PAY fee

2.) I600A extension- NO fee

3.) “Grandfathered” I600A-  PAY fee

4.) “Grandfathered” extension- NO fee

In order to qualify for these extensions, please be sure that each application and extension request is filed before the expiration of the previous approval. If not, a new filing with the form I-800A and supporting documents will be required.

This approval sequence allows families to file an initial I-600A (filed prior to 4/1/2008), then receive a free extension, the family can then, if necessary, file one grandfathered extension using the form I-600A, USCIS fees do apply for the grandfathered extension.  Under the grandfathered extension, families would also receive one more free extension. 

For more information on the grandfathered petition of the I-600A, visit the USCIS website at: http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=2e53741b78c73210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=2e53741b78c73210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
Please note that if you filed under the I-800A with USCIS you can continue to request extensions under the I-800A. It is not required that families take advantage of these extensions. Families have two options you can apply for extensions of your paperwork with USCIS, or allow your paperwork to lapse and re-file with USCIS under the I-800A closer to referral. 

I hope this information will be helpful to you!

Beth Breedlove Reeves
Associate Director of Client Service & Relations 
Great Wall China Adoption

UPCOMING WATING CHILD WEBINARS

	February 9th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

	February 23rd, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

	March 9th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

	March 23rd, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 


CHARITY MISSIONS

Content remains the same
WAITING CHILD BLOGS

www.tosusanna.blogspot.com
www.springbabies.blogspot.com
www.sunnyinchina.blogspot.com
www.simply-family.blogspot.com
www.rusongfilms.com/Allison.html
www.findingzoegrace.blogspot.com
www.ourpreciousheart.blogspot.com
www.orlifeisyourstomiss.blogspot.com
http://raisinpunks.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/pancoast
www.thesmithfamilyrocksblog.blogspot.com
www.bloggingforbabyshayla.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/bringinghomegraysen
http://anagnostakis.blogspot.com
http://axisofbeebles.blogspot.com
http://twototsandateen.blogspot.com
http://johnpamelablock.blogspot.com
http://journeytowilliam.blogspot.com
http://ourjourneytohannahclaire.blogspot.com
http://simply-family.blogspot.com/2009/03/i-felt-her-calling-me-from-china.html
GREAT WALL ONLINE STORE

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD YAHOO GROUP

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD APPLICATION 

CONTACT US – 
Content remains the same
