HOME
Welcome 

Dear Friends and Family, 

It is our agency’s mission to find loving homes for as many orphaned Chinese children as possible.  One of the ways that we are able to do this is to increase awareness of the children with special needs that are available for international adoption.

Getting started is easy!  Now, you can submit a Waiting Child Application for FREE!!  Visit our agency list to see if there is a child waiting for you.

· There is no cost to apply!  Click here to apply today!
· Your application will NOT affect your current login date with China’s adoption program
· You can expect a shorter wait time, which will depend on your preference for age, medical needs and gender. 

Waiting Child applications are valid for 6 months. If your application was submitted more than 6 months ago, we now ask that you please fill out a new application.  Applications older than 6 months will no longer be considered.  This will help us assess your continued interest in the program as well as keep us up to date on the needs your family feels comfortable accepting.  Thank you!

Keep in mind that we recently launched our “Every Child” fund in hopes of finding families for some of our children. This is a donation based fund set up for monies to be applied towards the adoption expenses of certain Waiting Children. To view the children sponsored through this program please click on the following link:
Every Child Fund
Again, thank you for supporting our efforts on behalf of these children. 

Sincerely, 
The Waiting Child Team
Great Wall China Adoption
STEPHANIE’S CORNER
Adopting the Older Child

When most families started their journey to adoption, they were planning to add a new baby into their family.  As the wait times have extended, life has moved on, families have aged, and many have decided that perhaps a child who is slightly older may be a better fit in their family.  With consideration of an older child, many new questions begin to surface about how it’s different than adopting a baby.  In truth, the biggest difference will be your family’s expectation.  

Expect your child to be institutionally delayed.  This can be said for ANY child, no matter their age, who is adopted from an orphanage setting.  In most cases, they have not received the same education, stimulation, resources, food, care, or love that a child receives when they are raised with their family.  They WILL be behind compared to other children.  Even if their educational, physical and cognitive development all appear to be on target, they have not had the same emotional stimulation that a child needs to fully develop emotional regulation and social skills.  A 12 year old may want to crawl into their parents lap and be rocked, or they may not know how to comfortably receive a hug.  Either one is ok and is normal.  Your child may also have problems navigating social situations.  They most likely have not been exposed to typical social life.  They may not know how to share, how to take turns, or how to behave appropriately with their peers.  These are all things we are taught as we grow, however your child most likely has not been taught these things.  Allow your child to go through these emotional/developmental stages in their own time with your guidance.   

Expect your child to regress.  Even if all of their paperwork indicates you will be bringing home a happy, healthy, well-adjusted child, remember their world is about to be turned upside down.  It is possible that your child’s behavior will not appear to be age-appropriate.  Your child will be experiencing huge loss in their lives, and not for the first time.  Children of all ages may show this regression in terms of acting out behavior, but it is also possible for your child to exhibit shock-like behaviors.  They may not speak, may not interact, and may not make eye contact.  This is normal.  

Expect your child to have a difficult transition.  Everything they know is going to change, and they are going to leave behind their life as they know it.  Imagine suddenly and without choice being moved in with people who look, smell and speak differently than you, and leaving behind all of your friends and loved ones without guarantee you will ever get to see them again.  Imagine how you might handle those feelings.  Imagine not being able to even understand anyone to be able to express those feelings, and would you want to with a stranger?  We have seen at times that your child may bond/attach easier to one parent versus the other.  It is important to NOT take this personally.  Perhaps your child has very rarely been exposed to males, and therefore is scared of Baba.  Perhaps your child was in a foster home where she was extremely close to her foster mother, and therefore feels as if she is betraying her foster mother by becoming close to Mama.  Your child will need time to navigate through these thoughts and feelings and to realize that they are with you forever.  This safety and security does not always happen quickly.  

Expect that none of these things may happen.

The bottom line of any adoption is that it is about the life of a child.  To bring a child into your home, it is important to be as educated as possible so that you may better be able to handle any issues your child has.  Talk to doctors, counselors, schools, and, most importantly, other adoptive parents to gain insight as to possible scenarios you will need to be prepared for.  It may take time, patience, and a whole lot of love, but that’s one of the joys of a family. 

Stephanie

MEDICAL RESOURCES
Attached you will find the Adoption Advocate publication from the National Council for Adoption that provides information on Health Insurance for Adopted Children. It covers the background and legal rights for coverage of an adopted child immediately upon adoption. There are also resources and links to state resources. 

To review the article - please go to the following link: www.gwca.org/files/family/downloads/documents/Insurance_article.pdf 
FAMILY PLANNING AND PREPARATION
Understanding Risks
Education of the possible risks for institutionalized children is extremely important for all families adopting internationally. Understanding these risks, what it means for the children and what it will mean to you as a parent and a family needs to be discussed and evaluated prior to the adoption. Questions and evaluations for adoptive parents:  

1. What resources do I have in my community to assist my child with any/all of the possible risks? 

2. Honestly evaluate your capabilities.

3. What risks are you willing to take? 

4. Be aware that you may not have all of the information needed in a child's file to assess full risks. 

Educate yourself, be aware of the possible risks and understand yourself as a parent, individual and family to gauge how you will work with your child and handle the risks that come with adopting a child who has lived in an institutional setting.  Listed below are some common experiences some children may face in an institution. While most orphanages do all they can to ensure the best care - it is still an institution.

Common Experiences for Children in Institutions
· A lack of stimulation: Whether this is due to the number of children to nanny ratio or other reasons, most children will not receive the optimal amount of stimulation for on target growth and development. 

· Inconsistent Caregivers: Many institutions have shift work nurses/nannies that will care for multiple children and varying children throughout their shifts. 

· Insufficient Nutrition: Whether it is due to poverty, rushed feedings or types of food, most children will not receive all of the vitamins and minerals necessary for the optimal growth and development. 

· Lack of medical care: Depending on the facility, there may not be doctors or nurses readily available for the child's basic medical needs. 

· Exposure to illnesses and infections from other children within close or confined spaces 

· Possible physical or sexual abuse

A few helpful suggestions to consider during and after you complete your adoption:

· Have your resources in place for assessment of your child after you return home to assist with any of the delays that may occur from institutionalization. 

· Do not over stimulate your child.  Do not give them lots of toys, especially toys that make noise, take them to Disney land, have them meet every member of your family at one time, etc.  At first, try to keep the level of stimulation similar to what your child was used to, and gradually increase the stimulation. 

· Introduce structure and a routine - consistency is very important.

· Stay home with your child as long as you are able to - try to avoid daycare immediately after completing the adoption.

· Allow your child to eat what they need and as much as they need.  It is good to try and feed your child what the orphanage fed your child and then gradually add more foods and take away others.

· Make sure to work with a pediatrician that is familiar with international adoption.

· Consider teaching your child sign language or baby sign.

· Meet all of your child's needs as soon as possible.  If you child is crying go to her/him and pick him/her up.  Some people may say you are spoiling your child, but, considering your child has never had this one on one attention, it is necessary so that they can catch up developmentally with other children their age.

· Postpone any major medical treatments/surgeries that you can until your child has bonded and attached with you. If you are not able to do so use this as a way to facilitate the bonding process. 

· Try to minimize the changes that your child experiences.  For example, don't change her/his clothes right away.  Use the bottle that the orphanage provides you with. Keep him/her dressed in layers, even if you feel that it is too hot, etc.

· Learn some basic words in your child's language to comfort your child.

ANGEL STORIES
In May of 2006, our family took a step we had been dreaming of for years. We began the journey to adopt a little girl (or possibly twin girls) from China. At the time, the whole process took approximately 9-14 months….it seemed like a lifetime in our minds. We excitedly planned our new baby girl’s name(s) and began to fill her closet. We hoped for a real beauty. We would dress her up, take her places and show her off to everyone we met. That was OUR plan, anyway….God had other plans.

Fast forward 2 years. We were still waiting, and not very patiently I might add. We had considered the Waiting Child program and had even looked at a child’s file, but felt we just could not handle having a Special Needs child. We just didn’t want to be saddled with medical bills, and the hassle of having a child with medical problems (I’m being very honest).

On Wednesday, July 30th, 2008, I listened to a very dear friend preach a sermon. He told the story of Kevin Carter, a journalist, who took a Pulitzer Prize-winning photo, and of his subsequent suicide (Google it). I thought it was such a cruel, sad story. What my friend said next though, just ROCKED MY WORLD. He talked about how we like to believe ourselves accepting of everyone and tell ourselves that we would do anything to help our fellow man, but when the opportunity arises, if it is not convenient or doesn’t fit into our “plan,” then we usually find some excuse not to do it. My friend had no idea that through him, God was speaking directly to me. Wasn’t the truth, really, that I didn’t want a Special Needs child because of the time involved (I may not get to go shopping as much), the expense, and “for Pete’s sake, what would people think?!” Wasn’t it, really, that I wanted what I wanted and wasn’t truly thinking of the child at all? I felt like God was saying to me, “How can you judge this journalist, when in a way, you are no better.” I was totally appalled at my own selfishness. If a child’s file came under my eyes, and I was able to make a difference in that child’s life, and DIDN’T because of my own shallowness, wasn’t I then responsible, in part, for that child’s plight in life?

I was very ashamed of my lack of compassion, and I told my husband that I would call Great Wall in the morning and ask them for the file of the youngest child, girl or boy, and would not specify physical condition. I had always felt especially repulsed with the look of a cleft lip/palate for some reason, and had at one time, told my husband I would consider any minor correctible need, but not that one. I called GWCA the next morning and spoke with Leigh Anne. She told me she had an 18 month old baby boy. What was his disability? You guessed it… bilateral cleft lip/cleft palate. She also said he had a “saddle-nose.” Fifteen minutes later, I received the file and opened it to find the sweetest face I had ever seen. I didn’t understand why Leigh Anne had said he had a “saddle-nose.” It didn’t look that way to me. Long story short, after waiting 2 years for our “perfect little girl,” we applied for this little boy on July 31, 2008 (my birthday) and received him into our arms on October 13th, 2008. That day will always be one of the very best days of my life.

While in China, we had the chance to meet a beautiful baby girl with quadriplegia cerebral palsy. She had a beautiful face with a gorgeous dimple. She was 4 days younger than our baby. We admired her, congratulated her new parents and wished them the best. Then we totally focused on our new little one. The love we felt for him could have been no more than if we had given birth to him ourselves. He was beautiful, charismatic, and very intelligent! We named him Elijah.

By the summer of 2009, Elijah had gone through 3 surgeries to repair his clefts, with more scheduled down the road. The plastic surgeon told us he had fixed Elijah’s nose “so it wouldn’t be spread all over his face.” I remember thinking “What do you mean ‘spread all over his face’?!?” This surgeon is a good, honest and wonderful man, and I knew he meant no offense, so I held my peace and let it go. I couldn’t figure out why people kept commenting on how good he looked after his surgery. He looked no different to me. Well…….just recently, I was going through some photos we took of Elijah in China. I could not believe it! His nose really WAS spread all over his face! He DID have a “saddle-nose”….. I just couldn’t see it. They say “Love is blind,” and in my case… it truly was.

Remember the little girl we met in China? Through a series of miracles, in September, 2009, we were blessed to have her join our family. Now I have my “twins”…though not exactly the way I had planned it. Although she is disabled, she is as smart as a whip! I am amazed at her level of cognition. She has already proven that she can walk and her prognosis is excellent. Our lives are now filled with therapists, physicians and specialists of every kind. We travel many miles a week to appointments, but you know, it’s OK. People often ask me “How do you do it?” I tell them that sometimes I don’t. There are days when I’m not sure what day it is or even who I am. People tell us what good people we are (we hate that), we tell them, “Thank you, but no, we are not.” We are very undeserving of the blessings we have received in these 2 babies.

I am in no way indicting anyone else. I realize that not everyone is called to adopt Special Needs, but I would encourage you, if you are considering it, not to make the same mistake I almost made. Don’t close your heart to a child with needs other than “minor, correctible.” I am sometimes haunted by the thought of what would have happened to our babies, and the joys we would have missed, had we not put aside our fears and self-centeredness. Our babies’ physical bodies will never be perfect or unscarred, but they still hold a human soul. Our babies’ disabilities have not diminished their capacity to love us, and to accept love from us. They laugh at funny things and cry when they are sad, just like “normal” children. They play and take naps, just like “normal” children. By the way, who decided what is normal anyway? Examine your heart, pray about it, and if you feel called, step out on faith. You have no clue what you are missing! There may be little arms out there, though they may not be perfect, that are waiting just for you.

ANGELS IN WAITING
In China, once a child reaches their 14th birthday, they are no longer eligible for adoption.  If they do not come home with a forever family, they will continue to live in the orphanage until the age of independence from there, their future is uncertain.  The following children will “age-out” of the system in 2010.  These children MUST have their final adoption completed before their birthday.  Please review their information and consider whether or not your family would be willing to open up to one of them. 

Yvonne will turn 14 in February and came to the orphanage in March, 2009 upon the death of her parents. She adjusted as well as could be expected and now gets along well in the orphanage. She is simple and honest. Likes other girls, she likes to look pretty. She likes to sing. She smiles often. She is sociable. She is polite and sharing.  Yvonne’s family MUST have a log-in date and have immigration approval under the I-600A.  They MUST be able to travel and complete her adoption in February.

Hannah was born in April, 1996 and has cleft hands and feet. She is clever and sensible. She loves her group, respects teachers and senior people, gets along well with her schoolmates and is polite. She likes to play and is active; she likes reading and drawing. She studies hard and finishes homework proactively. She does well in all courses. She dresses neatly and obeys school regulations. But she is introverted, active, restless and has a ready smile. She likes to play with others and likes to listen to music, dance, and watch cartoon. She is energetic, likes outdoor activity and going to downtown. She likes all toys.  In Jan. 2007, as a representative of outstanding foster family and child of this institute, she attended the big celebration show held by the Channel 2 to China Central TV station. She not only cooperated in the show, but also accepted interview and sang songs as invited by the host. Her performance was well received and triggered many famous enterprises to donate to the state charity society.

Liqu was born in May, 1996 and is post-operative for cleft lip and palate and a funicular hydrocele.  He likes sports and is good at them, like running, basketball, and soccer. He can do a couple of somersaults. He won ‘sports star’ in the school. There is some information/pictures on the Love Without Boundaries blog about him here: http://lwbstories.com/?p=2228
Wendy was born in September, 1996 and is post-operative for cleft lip and palate.  She was abandoned when she was 5 years old.  She is active in school and joins group activities very often.  She is fond of music, can sing, swim and play instruments.  She gets along well with classmates, helps others and takes initiative.  She is an independent, thoughtful child.



ADOPTION NEWS AND INFORMATION

1,000th Visa issued to Hague Adoptees  
This month, the Department of State issued the following notice regarding visas for Hague adoptees: 

On December 10, 2009 the U.S. Consulate General in Guangzhou, China issued the 1,000th Hague adoption visa since the Hague Intercountry Adoption Convention went into force for the United States on April 1, 2008.  Hague Visas have been issued to children from 29 Convention partner countries to date.  We have reached this mark only four months after reaching our last important milestone of 500 Hague visas.  This exponential growth is the result of continued close coordination among Department of State staff in Washington, D.C. and abroad as well as with the Department of Homeland Security and Central Authorities in Convention Partner countries.  

UPCOMING WATING CHILD WEBINARS

	January 12th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

	January 26th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

	February 9th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

	February 23rd, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

	March 9th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

	March 23rd, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 


CHARITY MISSIONS

Content remains the same
WAITING CHILD BLOGS

www.tosusanna.blogspot.com
www.springbabies.blogspot.com
www.sunnyinchina.blogspot.com
www.simply-family.blogspot.com
www.rusongfilms.com/Allison.html
www.findingzoegrace.blogspot.com
www.ourpreciousheart.blogspot.com
www.orlifeisyourstomiss.blogspot.com
http://raisinpunks.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/pancoast
www.thesmithfamilyrocksblog.blogspot.com
www.bloggingforbabyshayla.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/bringinghomegraysen
http://anagnostakis.blogspot.com
http://axisofbeebles.blogspot.com
http://twototsandateen.blogspot.com
http://johnpamelablock.blogspot.com
http://journeytowilliam.blogspot.com
http://ourjourneytohannahclaire.blogspot.com
http://simply-family.blogspot.com/2009/03/i-felt-her-calling-me-from-china.html
GREAT WALL ONLINE STORE

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD YAHOO GROUP

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD APPLICATION 

CONTACT US – 
Content remains the same
