HOME
Welcome 

Dear Friends and Family, 

It is our agency’s mission to find loving homes for as many orphaned Chinese children as possible.  One of the ways that we are able to do this is to increase awareness of the children with special needs that are available for international adoption.

Great Wall is aware that some of our families have found their child through another agency’s Waiting Child list, and have asked that their dossier be transferred from Great Wall to the other agency. We are fully committed to helping create families through international adoption and will assist you in transferring your dossier and submitting your required transfer documents.

To cover our service costs, Great Wall will deduct $500 from family’s refund for closing and transferring your dossier or family has to pay $500 if there is no refund due to the family. We will handle:

• Producing the CCAA required documents to recommend the file transfer;

• Translating the related documents into Chinese for the CCAA;

• Mailing the related documents;

• Closing the family’s GW file and processing refund.

Great Wall stands by to assist you with any future adoption needs. For more information, please contact our accounting department at 512-323-9595.

Please remember, Waiting Child applications are valid for 6 months. If your application was submitted more than 6 months ago, we now ask that you please fill out a new application.  Applications older than 6 months will no longer be considered.  This will help us assess your continued interest in the program as well as keep us up to date on the needs your family feels comfortable accepting.  Thank you!

· There is no cost to apply!  Click here to apply today!
· Your application will NOT affect your current login date with China’s adoption program
· You can expect a shorter wait time, which will depend on your preference for age, medical needs and gender. 

Again, thank you for supporting our efforts on behalf of these children. 

Sincerely, 
The Waiting Child Team
Great Wall China Adoption
STEPHANIE’S CORNER

 Last April, my visit to the Beijing Children’s Welfare Institute was the most beautiful and overwhelming experience of my life.  The children we met and interacted with had such an excitement about life, it was impossible to not be impacted by their smiles and the hope in their eyes.  Our interactions with these children were instrumental in helping find their forever families. I feel very privileged to have this opportunity again. 


In July, I will travel along with Dr. Patrick Bordnick to Shanxi province to meet and interact with more of these beautiful children.  We will be working with orphanage staff to help evaluate their children and provide these children with the opportunity to find their forever families.  The orphanage we will be working with is newly participating in international adoption, and we will be helping them assess the needs of their children.

We are working now to raise funds for the evaluations of these children and to provide resources for the orphanage.  For only $50, you can sponsor one of these children's medical exams.  Please consider giving one of these children hope for adoption and the chance to have their medical needs assessed.  

To learn more about the success of our previous trip to China, you can visit our blog at http://www.gwca.org/blog/?cat=15.  

MEDICAL RESOURCES

Reviewing a waiting child’s file can be an overwhelming process. Considering how that beautiful child would fit into your family requires taking into account the emotional, financial, and medical resources that will be required. Perhaps the most confusing aspect for many families is the medical condition of the child, and expert advice is required. Some families may have a trusted pediatrician who understands the complex implications of adopting a child who has been institutionalized in a foreign country. Many other families, however, may not know where to start. 

Great Wall China Adoption recently launched the Institute for Children of All Nations (ICAN), a virtual institute that centralizes a variety of services for adoptive and waiting families. One of the services we are proud to offer is the Medical Referral Program. Through our years of experience with various physicians, we have been able to form partnerships with doctors who are considered experts in the field of international adoption. They have screened thousands of medical reports, and many of them have adopted children themselves. Through this relationship we are able to offer file review services to our families at a lower price than going directly through a medical clinic. We know that time is of the essence, and our screening teams will work quickly and diligently to get you the information you need. We hope this resource can make the search for your child a little bit easier! For more information please visit ICAN.

FAMILY PLANNING AND PREPARATION
Come learn more about adopting Chinese children with special needs at our Waiting Child Seminar in Richmond, Texas. This free seminar is an opportunity to hear from Great Wall Staff members Stephanie Crouch and Cori Stites, Regional Officer and adoptive parent Allison Stock, and a panel of adoptive parents. 

We will be focusing on understanding the entire waiting child process and some of the common special needs that families may encounter as they search for their child. Adoptive parents will be sharing their own personal experiences of waiting and searching, traveling for the adoption, and caring for their special needs child back in the U.S. For families in Texas, this is a great chance to meet staff face-to-face and hear about the process from families that understand it best. We hope to see you there!

Waiting Child Seminar

Saturday, June 26, 2010 

10 am – 3:30 pm
Ft. Bend Library
1001 Golfview Drive
Richmond, TX 77469
ANGEL STORIES
Waiting Child: Waiting Family!


We were a Waiting Family.  You hear much talk today about “Waiting Children.”  Those are children who are ready and waiting for a home of their own.  They are waiting because of a special need, age or situation.  There is a great need these days to recognize the value of adopting a Waiting Child.

We believe as soon as a child is born needing a family, God in His fatherly love stirs up the heart and nest of a family to receive His little one.  Oh, that we may be open and listening for that rustle!

We were a Waiting Family.  It was the Spring of 2006.  To some, we had it all – even more than we needed.  We had six happy, loving children on earth and one beautiful angel in Heaven.  Two came by the miracle of birth and five by the miracle of adoption.  We felt so blessed!  Yet there was a longing, a stirring of the nest, a rustling that made us wonder if maybe we weren’t missing something – or someone.

The urge to adopt came again.  Or was it always there?  Does one ever know when to STOP adopting?  The call is so profound, so fulfilling.  Were we just being selfish?

We can look back on those feeling now and say, “No.”  It wasn’t selfishness, nor foolishness like some thought.  It was the father heart of God seeing one of His new little ones needing a loving home.  A waiting child was born.  A “Waiting Family” was born, also.

Somewhere within the first six months of her life, we began to pray and seek counsel from our family and trusted friends.  Family life was going smoothly, and surely one more would just slip right in.  All were in favor right from the start.  Our hearts thrilled with excitement as we embraced the new desire to adopt a Waiting Child.  A child promised to us by God, waiting for us to love.

We soon contacted our tried and true agency, Great Wall China Adoption.  It was July, 2006.  Once again, they received us with open arms!  They treated us just as royally as if we were first-time prestigious clients.  They welcomed us to the Waiting Child program.  They were as excited as we were!  The paperwork phase was a beautiful time of working together as friends.  The whole process went quickly and smoothly.  As Great Wall worked with us to select the right child, we wondered if we would feel perfectly comfortable with our child.  Would they be able to match us with what we felt we could handle?

Our child was found in October of 2006.  She was perfect for us!  We wanted a young child – she was just 12 months old.  We were comfortable with cleft lip and palate – she had that, but no other needs.  Actually, her file showed that she was healthy and thriving in all aspects.  She was the promise we were waiting for.  Our Promise was born!

The next six months were filled with paperwork, waiting, praying, more waiting, excitement, and then came the big trip.  This being our second trip to China with Great Wall we had no misgivings or apprehensions.  The trip would be wonderful – and it was!

We braced ourselves to meet our Promise.  Would she have had any surgery?  Would she cream like our first Chinese jewel?  How shocked we were to be handed a BEAUTIFUL, CALM 19 month old.  Her lip was repaired.  She was in obvious good health and very loved.  She cried slightly with us, but was soon comforted.  Her WAIT was over, and so was ours!

Promise was and is better than all our fondest dreams and expectations of a Waiting Child.  We realized that even more than she needing us, which she did, we needed her – badly.  We were a Waiting Family.  She filled a spot in our lives that on one else could.

Are we sold on the Waiting Child program? Yes! Actually, it is now our Choice, our Preference.

So much so that we are once again a “Waiting Family” – this time waiting on Jubilee.  We are eager to travel in October.  We greatly need her!

Thank you, Great Wall, for your loving service to us again, and to all the Waiting Families!


ANGELS IN WAITING

All of the beautiful children listed below are a part of Love Without Boundaries’ Believe in Me School Program.  For more information about this program, please visit: http://www.lovewithoutboundaries.com/education_jinjiang.cfm 

Grace was born November, 2001. She has overcome many obstacles in her sweet little life and has come through everything with a smile on her face. She is a beautiful, sweet, loving girl who grows and blossom with every report we have seen. Grace always helps other children and is polite to others. She will need a family who is committed to loving her completely and who will help her reach her fullest potential. Grace is listed as ID#546.  

Dalton was born January, 2007.  He is a handsome and active child, has a ready smile and is quick in reaction. He is fond of playing toys, extroverted, He is closest to his caregiver and to his roommates. His favorite toy is model cars. He is well liked by the caregivers and volunteers for he is lovely and naive.  Dalton is listed as ID#547. 

Scott was born April, 2007. He is a quiet child who likes smile.  He is close to his roommates and caretakers, but his music box is his favorite companion. Scott is said to be a very nice boy and good at absorbing knowledge. Scott is listed as ID#548. 

Kaden was born March, 2006.  He is a little shy, but he is very active when playing games. He is introverted but gets along well with other children and plays happily with them.  His school reports indicate he is learning to behave in class.  Kaden is listed as ID#549.  

Allie was born December, 2005.  She follows when being taught to speak. She still cannot express herself by words, but she understands what people talk. She is active, busy and sociable. She smiles a lot and is extroverted.  She is a sweet and friendly child.  Allie is listed as ID#550. 

Rachel was born August, 2000.  She is an active child and shy in front of the strangers. She loves imitating. She has a ready smile, loves playing games, and reading picture books. She is talkative and loves singing. She loves rag doll best. She is doing well in school and is helpful to the teachers.  Rachel is listed as ID#551. 

ADOPTION NEWS AND INFORMATION

Hague Homestudy Update 

Under the duty of disclosure, prospective adoptive parents with a valid approval through U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) under the I-800A are required to submit an updated home study to USCIS when a significant change in the household occurs. This would include the following: 

· change in residence 

· marital status 

· criminal history 

· financial resources 

· the addition children or other dependents to the family 

· change to a different Hague Convention country 

Families must also submit an updated home study to USCIS if there is a change in the number of children or characteristics of the child(ren) you intend to adopt. This would include a change in health status, gender or age. Families seeking to adopt a handicapped or special needs child would also need to update their home study if the home study did not address the suitability as the adoptive parent of a child with the particular handicap or special need.

It is important to note here that USCIS considers a change in marital status is a considerable change in the facts supporting a prior approval of Form I-800A.  Thus, approval of Form I-800A is automatically revoked if the marriage of an individual terminates or an unmarried individual marries prior to the final decision on a Hague adoptee’s application for admission with an immigrant visa or for adjustment of status.

If you have had a significant change, your home study update must include the following:  

· A full copy of the home study being updated or amended, including all prior updates and amendments. 

· A statement from the preparer that he or she has reviewed the update or amendment and is personally and fully aware of its contents. 

· Whether or not the home study preparer recommends approval of the proposed adoption and provides the supporting reasons. 

· An updated screening of the prospective adoptive parent(s) and any adult members of the household (with corresponding results) if the home study is being submitted because the original home study is more than 6 months old. 

The Form I-800A Supplement 3 must also be included along with your updated home study to USCIS. For additional information, check out the following USCIS link: USCIS Information on Hague Home studies
UPCOMING WATING CHILD WEBINARS
June 8, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 
June 22, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 
July 13, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 
July 20, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

CHARITY MISSIONS 

We at Great Wall are so excited as we prepare to host four Waiting Child Camps in China this year.  These camps allow our staff the opportunity to personally meet children who are hoping to find their forever families, as well as to evaluate their needs to better match the children with our families!

 

With your help, we can sponsor more children to attend these camps, giving more children a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity!  We ask you to consider a tax-deductible donation to China's Waiting Children today. Every dollar brings an orphaned Chinese child closer to finding his or her forever family.
 
To make a difference today, donate here. Please note that your donation is intended for our Waiting Child Camps in the "in honor of" field.
 
Last year, Great Wall's rodeo themed camp allowed children to travel to Beijing to have fun, meet other kids and learn about adoption and life in America. Through this camp, we were able to directly place over half of these children with loving adoptive families. Learn more about our past Hope Trip Camp here.       
 
As we shared earlier this week, the CCAA has officially removed all children from agency specific lists. Waiting Children will now be added to the shared list only. However, all children who attend Great Wall camps will be available for adoption by Great Wall families exclusively! We are excited for the opportunity to meet these children so that we can successfully unite more happy families through Waiting Child adoption.

WAITING CHILD BLOGS

www.tosusanna.blogspot.com
www.springbabies.blogspot.com
www.sunnyinchina.blogspot.com
www.simply-family.blogspot.com
www.rusongfilms.com/Allison.html
www.findingzoegrace.blogspot.com
www.ourpreciousheart.blogspot.com
www.orlifeisyourstomiss.blogspot.com
http://raisinpunks.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/pancoast
www.thesmithfamilyrocksblog.blogspot.com
www.bloggingforbabyshayla.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/bringinghomegraysen
http://anagnostakis.blogspot.com
http://axisofbeebles.blogspot.com
http://twototsandateen.blogspot.com
http://johnpamelablock.blogspot.com
http://journeytowilliam.blogspot.com
http://ourjourneytohannahclaire.blogspot.com
http://simply-family.blogspot.com/2009/03/i-felt-her-calling-me-from-china.html
GREAT WALL ONLINE STORE

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD YAHOO GROUP

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD APPLICATION 

CONTACT US – 
Content remains the same

