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Welcome 

Dear Friends and Family, 
It is our agency’s mission to find loving homes for as many orphaned Chinese children as possible.  One of the ways that we are able to do this is to increase awareness of the children with special needs that are available for international adoption.

Great Wall is aware that some of our families have found their child through another agency’s Waiting Child list, and have asked that their dossier be transferred from Great Wall to the other agency. We are fully committed to helping create families through international adoption and will assist you in transferring your dossier and submitting your required transfer documents.

To cover our service costs, Great Wall will deduct $500 from family’s refund for closing and transferring your dossier or family has to pay $500 if there is no refund due to the family. We will handle:

• Producing the CCAA required documents to recommend the file transfer;

• Translating the related documents into Chinese for the CCAA;

• Mailing the related documents;

• Closing the family’s GW file and processing refund.

Great Wall stands by to assist you with any future adoption needs. For more information, please contact our accounting department at 512-323-9595.

Please remember, Waiting Child applications are valid for 6 months. If your application was submitted more than 6 months ago, we now ask that you please fill out a new application.  Applications older than 6 months will no longer be considered.  This will help us assess your continued interest in the program as well as keep us up to date on the needs your family feels comfortable accepting.  Thank you!

· There is no cost to apply!  Click here to apply today!
· Your application will NOT affect your current login date with China’s adoption program
· You can expect a shorter wait time, which will depend on your preference for age, medical needs and gender. 

Again, thank you for supporting our efforts on behalf of these children. 

Sincerely, 
The Waiting Child Team
Great Wall China Adoption
STEPHANIE’S CORNER
MEDICAL RESOURCES
FAMILY PLANNING AND PREPARATION
ANGEL STORIES
Every morning when I crawled out of bed my line of sight was focused on the room across the hall.  Our baby nursery was full to brim with a crib, toys, clothes, diapers … everything except a baby.  The nursery had sat empty for so long that dust was actually creeping up everywhere because I really never wanted to go into that room much.  The room reminded me of too many dreams and too much emptiness.   Our dossier was sitting in China waiting to be matched with a child, but the progress had started to crawl along and we knew it would be months and months before it was our turn to be parents.

There was nothing my husband or I could do about the wait to adopt a child, but we could do something fun and worthwhile with our time.  He focused his spare time on enjoying the outdoor life of fishing and hiking.  I focused my energy on my hobby of entering cooking and recipe contests.   One day our two hobbies collided as I was called as a finalist at a national cooking contest scheduled for the same time he was planning to be out hiking the Appalachian Trail.  So we decided to combine our two trips.  We would drive south together, attend my cook-off and then I would drop him off at the trail.  Once on the trail, he intended to hike for three weeks and would be without cell phone reception most of the time.

The day of the cook-off was gorgeous weather and tons of fun.  After not winning a cash prize that day, we headed back to our hotel to relax and to get ready for our drive the next day when we would be saying goodbye for a few weeks. Kevin turned on our laptop computer and at about the same time we remembered that Great Wall China Adoptions had planned to post a new waiting children’s list that day.  We logged on and read through many of the files.  We were reading the special needs files more out of curiosity than anything.  We had never fully considered the waiting children’s program because we knew that in a few short months our dossier would be at the top of the pile and ready to be matched with a non-special needs infant.  Our empty nursery soon would be full! 

He was the first one to read through the list and then he passed the computer over to me.  After a few minutes, he said, “Did you read the file about the 13 year old girl?”  Actually, I had not yet.  So I opened her file.   No photos were included but I read the few pages of text about her.  After 13 years of walking on this earth there were just a few sentences describing a young girl who had endured much in her life yet still after seeing many younger children being adopted she had asked that her file be sent out in hopes of finding a family .

At this point she was 13 years old and just 8 months away from being considered “too old” to be adopted.  On the day a Chinese child turns 14 he/she is no longer available for international adoption.  On a 14th birthday when many kids are excitedly opening presents and eating cake, a boy or girl residing in one of China’s orphanages is experiencing the first day of the rest of his/her life … a life without the hope of every being adopted internationally.

Something in this young girl’s file clicked with both my husband and me.  We talked endlessly about “why” we had decided to adopt and finally were able to put it into words.  We simply wanted to be a family.  I wanted to be a mom and he wanted to be a dad.  Together we wanted to be parents and to be part of a family with a child.  We thought back and laughed at how we had contorted our faces when in one of our adoption seminars we had been asked to draw an image of what we thought our child would look like.  We had no set ideal image of our child – no race, no gender, no age and no size.  So, we had drawn a stick figure with an arrow pointing to the image labeled “our son or our daughter.”  We knew the rest of the information would be revealed to us in time and we were excited to meet the person who would one day replace that stick figure drawing.

We stayed on an extra day at the hotel to give us time to talk more and to think.  We sat together and carefully went over each question on the special needs adoption request form.  We said we realized as first time parents that we lacked the background in having raised a child through the teen years, but we actually saw a huge bonus in our ability to spend all of our time with our child.  As first time parents, we knew we would have the extra time needed to help an older child to learn English, to be there to help with homework and studying, to help our child adapt to a new culture and to simply be there for “whatever”. 

The phone call that changed our lives came in the early morning hours on July 5.  We had stayed up late watching fireworks and were still in bed when the phone rang.  The voice on the other end said, “You’re parents!  Run to your computer and I’m sending you photos of your daughter.”  We almost fell down the steps trying to race to get there!  We kept hitting the refresh button on the email until finally three pictures arrived.  There she was ….  our teen daughter!  We were parents!!

The next few weeks were a blur.  The nursery came down and the teen girl room went up.  We talked with our school system about what options our daughter would have. We secured an English tutor.  We chatted with other parents about what things their teen kids liked.  We filled our daughter’s new room with all things girly and pink. We bought an Ipod and Kevin’s Chinese students helped select some current Chinese music to put on it.   We packed and we flew off to China. 

And we’ve never looked back.  We’ve been home 2-1/2 years now.  Our daughter is 16 and in high school.   I would by no means attempt to tell you that it’s been an easy road.  Sarah knew no English when we met, she left her country and her friends behind to start her new life and she had to get to know two crazy Americans who showed up and wanted to be called “mom and dad.”   But the one constant thing in our lives is family.  We experience the ups and down together.  We are family. 

You can read a bit about our family’s journey on our blog at http://windingvines.blogspot.com .  Our journey to China is chronicled at the start of the blog back in 2007.


ANGELS IN WAITING

ADOPTION NEWS AND INFORMATION
To Renew or not to Renew: 

I talk with families on a daily basis to help them monitor, update or amend their home study and approval through the United States Citizenship and Immigration Service office or USCIS. One question I received quite frequently is if families are required to renew/extend their I-171H/I-797 approval with USCIS.  Whether your current approval is under the I-600A or I-800A, it is not required that you take advantage of the extensions offered by USCIS. Families can choose to file for these extensions or they can allow their paperwork to expire and file with USCIS under the I-800A when their LID is closer to the matching room. Before any family allows their paperwork to lapse, it is a good idea to talk with your social worker or home study agency about your decision. 

Please note, if you are considering a child through our Waiting Child Program, we DO recommend maintaining your approval with USCIS so that if you are matched with a child through the WC program, your paperwork with USCIS is ready to go!

I hope this information is helpful!

Sincerely, 

Beth Breedlove Reeves

Client Service and Relations Director

Great Wall China Adoption

UPCOMING WATING CHILD WEBINARS

	February 9th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

	February 23rd, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

	March 9th, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 

	March 23rd, 2010 at 7pm Central Time 


CHARITY MISSIONS

Content remains the same
WAITING CHILD BLOGS

www.tosusanna.blogspot.com
www.springbabies.blogspot.com
www.sunnyinchina.blogspot.com
www.simply-family.blogspot.com
www.rusongfilms.com/Allison.html
www.findingzoegrace.blogspot.com
www.ourpreciousheart.blogspot.com
www.orlifeisyourstomiss.blogspot.com
http://raisinpunks.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/pancoast
www.thesmithfamilyrocksblog.blogspot.com
www.bloggingforbabyshayla.blogspot.com
www.myadoptionwebsite.com/bringinghomegraysen
http://anagnostakis.blogspot.com
http://axisofbeebles.blogspot.com
http://twototsandateen.blogspot.com
http://johnpamelablock.blogspot.com
http://journeytowilliam.blogspot.com
http://ourjourneytohannahclaire.blogspot.com
http://simply-family.blogspot.com/2009/03/i-felt-her-calling-me-from-china.html
GREAT WALL ONLINE STORE

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD YAHOO GROUP

Content remains the same

WAITING CHILD APPLICATION 

CONTACT US – 
Content remains the same
